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Inside this issue: 

Our new name says it all. These are Exceptional Times 
for your state Parent Training & Information (PTI) cen-
ter. We have finally retired the name Project PROMPT 
(Parents Reaching Out: Model Parent Training). We are 
now the Louisiana Parent Training & Information Cen-
ter, promoting the appropriate education of children 
with disabilities. This edition of our quarterly newslet-
ter marks the end of an era with our newsletter name 
changing from The PROMPTer to the Exceptional 
Times. But the changes are more than just name only. 
They go deeper. Under the leadership of our Board of 
Directors and Executive Director, Mary Jacob, the 
statewide staff of the Louisiana Parent Training & In-
formation Center has become more coordinated and 
unified. As a staff we have decided to work together to 
be proactive in meeting the needs of the families we 
serve. This means considering in advance what many 
families that include children with disabilities may be 
dealing with during each three-month period (quarter) 
of the year. We’ll provide the same in-person trainings 
in each part of the state on the same topics each quarter. 
We’ll cover those topics in our newsletter, on our state-
wide talk list (LaDisability Talk) and in our online, in 
real-time classes. Our hope is to provide you with ade-
quate information before you need it, so that it will be 
helpful to you in getting your child appropriate ser-
vices.  
 

For instance, in January and February we provided 
trainings on LEAP to help parents, students with dis-
abilities, and professionals better prepare before LEAP 
testing happened. Next year we hope to start earlier. 
During March we’ve provided trainings on Extended 
School Year Services & other Summer resources to 
help you prepare to make your case for appropriate Ex-
tended School Year Services before the last end of 
school year IEP. In April & May we’ll be trying to help 
you to set your child up for a more successful school 
year next year. Look for “Spring Forward Into Fall: Set 
Up Better School Services for Next Year Now.”  Dur-
ing the summer months you may be 

continued on page 5 

From the Director  

Cindy Arceneaux 
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Region 1 – Orleans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard 
Parishes 
���������	��
�������������
���
��������
�
��������
Donnica Conway, Education Advocate 
4118 Franklin Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70122 
Phone: 504-943-0343 or 1-877-243-7352    
Fax: 504-940-3242 
E-mail: dconway@laptic.org 
 

Region 2 – Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East 
Feliciana, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, West Baton 
Rouge, West Feliciana Parishes 
���������	��
�������������
����������
���
���
����
Summer Mizell, Education Advocate 
778 Chevelle Drive 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806 
Phone: 225-216-7474 or 1-866-216-7474    
Fax: 225-216-7977 
E-mail: smizell@laptic.org 
 

Region 3 – Assumption, Lafourche, St. James, 
St. John, Terrebonne, St. Charles, and St. Mary 
Parishes 
���������	��
�������������
���������
��
Shanida Mathieu, Education Advocate 
201 Evans Road, Building 1, Suite 100 
Harahan, Louisiana  70123 
Phone: 504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736    
Fax: 504-888-0246 
E-mail: smathieu@laptic.org 
 
 

Region 4 – Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia,        
Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, Vermillion 
Parishes 
���������	��
�������������
�����������
Valerie Balser, Education Advocate 
510 West University Avenue 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 
Phone: 337-984-3458 or 1-800-378-9854    
Fax: 337-984-3468 
E-mail: vbalser@laptic.org 

Region 5 – Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu,   
Jefferson Davis, and Cameron Parishes 
���������	��
�������������
���
��������
�
��������
Mylinda Elliott, Senior Education Advocate 
2927 Hodges Street 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70601 
Phone: 337-436-2570 or 1-800-894-6558    
Fax: 337-436-2578 
E-mail: melliott@laptic.org 
 

Region 6 – Avoyelles, Concordia, Catahoula, 
Grant, LaSalle, Rapides, Vernon, Winn       
Parishes 
���������	��
������������������������
��
���
����
���
��������
Melissa Brossette,  
Senior Education Advocate 
2840 Military Hwy., Suite A 
Pineville, Louisiana 71360 
Phone: 318-641-7373 or 1-800-259-7200    
Fax: 318-640-4299 
E-mail: mbrossette@laptic.org 
 

Region 7 – Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, DeSoto, 
Natchitoches, Red River, Claiborne, Lincoln, 
Sabine, Webster Parishes 
���������	��
�������������
���������
��
(Vacant) Call Region 10 for assistance 
Harahan, LA 70123 
Phone: 504-888-9111; Fax: 504-888-0246 
E-mail: carceneaux@laptic.org 
 

Region 8 – Caldwell, East Carroll, Franklin, 
Jackson, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, 
Richland, Tensas, Union, West Carroll  
Parishes 
���������	��
�������������
���
��������
�
��������
Lisa Robinson, Education Advocate  
5200 Northeast Road 
Monroe, Louisiana 71203 
Phone: 318-361-0487 or 1-888-300-1320  
Fax: 318-361-0417 
E-mail: lrobinson@laptic.org 

Region 9 - St. Tammany, St. Helena, 
Livingston, Washington, and Tangipahoa   
Parishes 
�
�����
������������	��
�������������
(Vacant) Call Region 10 for assistance 
204 West 21st Avenue 
Covington, Louisiana 70433 
Phone: 985-875-0511 or 1-800-383-8700    
Fax: 985-875-9979 
E-mail: 
 

Region 10 – Jefferson Parish 
���������	��
�������������
���������
��
Bebe Bode, LaPTIC Coordinator 
201 Evans Road, Building 1, Suite 100 
Harahan, Louisiana  70123 
Phone: 504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736    
Fax: 504-888-0246 
E-mail: bbode@fhfjefferson.org 
 

Who to Contact for Help With Educational Issues?  
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Cindy Arceneaux  
is the Director of 
the LOUISIANA   
  Parent Training 
and Information 

Center  
 

 

Cindy can be contacted at 
carceneaux@laptic.org  

504-888-9111, (toll free) 1-800-766-7736,  
(Fax) 504-888-0246 

 

LOUISIANA Parent Training and Informa-
tion Center's current goals include provid-
ing information, training, and support to:     
parents of children with disabilities, ages 
birth to twenty-six; students with disabili-
ties; and professionals working with people 
with disabilities ages birth to twenty-six. 

�

Louisiana Parent Training and Information Center  
would like to introduce and welcome our new  

Education Advocate, 
 

Ms. Donnica Conway-Strawder 
 

Donnica will be working in the   
Families Helping Families of Southeast Louisiana  

office in Region 1 which includes Orleans, 
St. Bernard, and Plaquemines Parishes. 

Louisiana Parent Training and Information Center  
would like to introduce and welcome our new  

Education Advocate, 
 

 Ms. Shanida Mathieu  
 

Shanida will be working in the   
Families Helping Families of Jefferson office in  
Harahan supporting Region 3 which includes         
Assumption, Lafourche, St. James, St. John,          

Terrebonne, St. Charles, and St. Mary Parishes. 

���������	�
���
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Don’t let difficulty with child 
care, transportation, or other 
barriers stop you from getting 
the knowledge you need on 
special education and topics 
related to people with disabili-
ties.  Louisiana Parent Train-
ing and Information Center 
provides free online classes 
that you can attend and view 
on your computer right in the 
comfort of your own home.   

To view upcoming training 
opportunities please go to 
page 15 of this issue of Ex-
ceptional Times.  You can 
also register and view upcom-
ing online events at: 
www.laptic.org 
 

Click on the flashing  
upcoming online  
trainings link! 

LOUISIANA Parent Training  
and Information Center   

Online Training 

The Institute will be held at the Louisiana School for Math, Sci-
ence, and the Arts in Natchitoches, LA.  
 

Session titles include Adapting Books for Every Level, Access on 
a Budget, Accessibility with Microsoft Word, AT & Blindness, 
Autism & AT, Digital Information in the Classroom, Don’t Break 
the Bank, I Don’t Need a Standard Keyboard, LA AIMs Forward, 
Meeville to Weeville, NIMAS, Putting the “Fun” into Functional, 
Testing Accommodations, Weaving Stories with Storybook 
Weaver and much, much more! Of course, make and takes will 
be back by popular demand. 
 

Registration will open in early April and will be limited to 100 
participants. Remember there is no charge to attend the Institute. 
 

For more information please contact Region III Assistive Tech-
nology Center at 225-621-2538 or visit their website at http://
www.lati3.com/ 

The 4th annual  
Louisiana Assistive Technology  
Summer Institute: July 16-18, 2008  

The Louisiana State Board 
of Elementary and Secon-
dary Education was estab-
lished as a constitutional 
body during the 1973 Con-
stitutional Convention. 
BESE became the admin-
istrative policy-making 
body for elementary-
secondary schools, and in 
accordance with the Con-
stitution, eight elected 
members from the eight 
BESE districts serve on the 
Board along with three 
members-at-large ap-
pointed by the Governor. 
The Board sets key educa-
tion initiatives and strives 
to provide leadership in 
setting an education 
agenda for the continuous 
improvement of public edu-
cation as measured by stu-
dent and school achieve-
ment. 
 
BESE Board Meetings  
Louisiana State Board of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education meetings are 
usually held in the Louisi-
ana Purchase Room of the 
Claiborne Building in Capi-
tol Park, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 
 

Directions to the Claiborne 
Building, in Baton Rouge 
can be found at: 
http://www.doe.state.la.us/
lde/uploads/4069.pdf 
 
April 2008  
15 – 16 Committee Meet-
ings  
17 Board Meeting  
19 - 20 PASSOVER  
 
May 2008**  
13 – 14 Committee Meet-
ings  
15 Board Meeting  
26 MEMORIAL DAY  
 
June 2008*  
17 – 18 Committee Meet-
ings  
19 Board Meeting 
 
*Special Committee meetings 
may be scheduled on legisla-
tive matters or the MFP Reso-
lution.  
**Tentative Joint BESE/BOR 
Meeting dates. NOTE: The 
Constitution requires BESE 
and Board of Regents to meet 
jointly twice a year. 
 

For more information on 
Louisiana’s BESE Board 
go to http://
www.doe.state.la.us/lde/
bese/home.html 

Louisiana Board of Elementary &  
Secondary Education 

 

The State Department of Education will once 
again sponsor two parent weekend trainings 

this summer.  The first training will be held in Shreveport on 
Saturday, June 7, 2008.  The second one will be held in Baton 
Rouge on Saturday, June 21, 2008.  Hotel accommodations are 
paid for by the State Department of Education as well as mile-
age reimbursement.  To learn more about these events, please 
call the Families Helping Families Center in your region.    

	
��
�������
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��
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��
�������
�� ���

The 2008 High School Redesign Summit will provide an opportu-
nity to hear from nationally-recognized experts on high school re-
design and to showcase exemplary redesign programs in schools 
across the state and nation.  The report, Making High School 
Count , which describes the state's ten year goal for high schools 
and the action steps that the state is taking to achieve these goals, 
will be released at the summit. 
   

For more information please contact Kaffia Johnson at  
225-219-4446 or e-mail:  kaffia.johnson@la.gov 

2008 High School ReDESIGN Summit 
Friday, April 25th, 2008  

Baton Rouge River Center 

���������	
����
����	
STARS: Sharing Teaching and  
Responsibilities School-Wide 
Wednesday, May 28, 2008  

Grace King High School 
4301 Grace King Place 

Metairie, LA 70002 
 

Register by calling: 504-888-9111 
or  800-766-7736 
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 Do: 
 

· Understand that all services you receive 
through Louisiana Parent Training and Infor-
mation Center will be free of charge at no 
cost to you or your family. 

· Expect that all verbal and printed information 
provided to your Advocate is highly confiden-
tial. This information will never 
be shared or forwarded to any-
one without your expressed 
written consent. 

· Sign a Consent Form to author-
ize your Advocate to request 
verbal and printed information 
needed from professionals in-
volved in your case. 

· Request an Advocate to attend 
a meeting at least ten days 
prior to the date of the meeting 
when possible. 

· Request a Case Conference 
with your Advocate to prepare 
for your IEP meeting. 

· Provide your Advocate with the most up-to-
date copies of your child’s IEP, Evaluations, 
and education-related records. 

· Be honest with your Advocate. Provide as 
much relevant information as possible during 
the course of your case. 

· Expect to be given homework. Your Advo-
cate will provide you with resources to read 
and study. Your Advocate will work on your 
behalf, but will train you to be responsible for 
empowering yourself to take the lead when 
needed. 

· Be understanding of your Advocate’s sched-
ule. Meeting with parents, attending meet-
ings and providing trainings may prohibit 
your Advocate from being available for in-
stant support. Because your Advocate may 
have a large caseload, please allow up to 48 
hours for a returned phone call. 

Do Not: 
 

· Wait until a crisis has occurred to contact 
your Advocate. Get involved in your child’s 
education early. Prepare yourself for the road 
ahead. An Advocate can provide valuable 
information and resources to prepare you for 
the future. 

· Request your Advocate to at-
tend a last minute meeting. Your 
Advocate can not provide effective 
support without adequate time to 
prepare for the meeting. 
· Change Advocates. The initial 
intake of your case is a detailed 
process. Consulting another Advo-
cate may cause the intake process 
to stall. If your Advocate antici-
pates a leave of absence or is ab-
sent due to an emergency, another 
Advocate may be temporarily as-
signed to assist you during that 
time. If you feel a second Advocate 
could provide additional resources, 
please feel free to discuss this 

openly. Advocacy is a team effort! Collabora-
tion is important and encouraged. 

· Forget that consultations are by appointment 
only. However, our resource center and lend-
ing library are always available to you during 
normal business hours. 

· Withhold relevant information regarding your 
case. An Advocate is not prepared to ad-
dress a topic during an IEP meeting that has 
not been discussed previously. 

· Openly disagree with your Advocate during 
an IEP meeting. Please ask the IEP team for 
a 5 minute break and discuss your concerns 
during that time. 
 

 

�������������	��
��
���������������������������������
�����������������������
By Summer Mizell  
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looking for activities that 
you can do with your child 
who has a disability. We 
hope to offer you both an 
enjoyable way to learn 
more about educational 
rights that might help sup-
port your child’s self advo-
cacy skills through our 
Family Activity trainings. 
We’ll have Laugh and 

Learn classes where you’ll play games to learn more about 
laws, rights, and roles for students and parents in IEPs and 
other meetings. We’ll also offer a Family Activity Class 
where you and your child with a disability can “Create and 
Take” a product home that you can use to introduce your 
child to new teachers, new school administrators, and oth-
ers to get them invested in your child’s success. Look for 
these opportunities listed in this newsletter and online at 
www.laptic.org. 
 
Of course, while some things have changed, others will 
stay very much the same. We are still the U.S. Department 
of Education funded statewide Parent Training & Informa-
tion (PTI) center. We still provide information & referral, 

education & training, and peer support to parents of chil-
dren with disabilities, ages birth—twenty-six; students with 
disabilities; and professionals. We will continue to give you 
information and support in ways that are most convenient 
to you whether in person, by phone, or by e-mail.  (We can 
now also meet virtually in our online classroom, one-on- 
one or with a group of participants.) We still have free 
internet resources including LaDisabilityTalk, our state-
wide talk list, and Pajama Party Classes, online training; 
live, in real-time, about the education of people with dis-
abilities, 0-26.  
 
We still have a library of resources to give or loan you. 
You can still call to ask us to send you something from the 
library. We still represent families at policymaking tables. 
We’re still who you call if you need advice or support 
about the education of a person with a disability in Louisi-
ana, ages birth – 26. Know that your suggestions, advice 
and concerns continue to be welcome. You should still ask 
us to provide training for yourself or a group. And, as al-
ways, if you are concerned about the appropriate education 
of Louisiana’s children with disabilities, we are too. Please 
know we’re still here to help! 
�
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From the Director - Cindy Arceneaux 
continued from page 1 
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Spring marks the transition from winter 
into summer. Springtime is seen as a 
time of growth, renewal, of new life 
(both plant and animal) being born, 
and of the cycle of life once again 
starting. Spring is also an important 
time of year to start preparing for sum-
mer. Along with preparing for 
the Summer months comes the 
challenge of figuring out what to 
do with children once spring 
turns into summer. But, for par-
ents of children with disabilities, 
this time of year can bring an 
especially urgent call to action. 
As the school year comes to an 
end, parents of students with 
disabilities are trying to deter-
mine if their child’s current IEP 
was as effective as they hoped, and if 
their child might be eligible for Ex-
tended School Year or ESY. 
 
Beyond 180 Days:  Extended 
School Year Facts. The Louisiana 
Department of Education, Bulletin 
1872, Extended School Year Program 
Handbook, states that the 
“Extended School Year Program 
(ESYP) is the provision of special 
education and related services to 
students with disabilities in accordance 
with an IEP beyond the normal school 
year of the Local Education Agency 
(LEA) and at no cost to the parents of 
the student. The legal basis for extend-
ing the school year for certain students 
with disabilities is stated in §447 
of Bulletin 1706-Regulations for 
Implementation of the Children 
with Exceptionalities Act 
(R.S.17:1941 et seq.) and in court 
decisions relative to the180-day 
rule.  
 
These decisions have reaffirmed the 
federal legislative intent 
to ensure an appropriate 
education based on the student's 
needs and on the individually 
designed educational program to 
meet those needs .” 
 
As you consider Extended School 
Year it is important to note that 

Regression/Recoupment is only 
one of several ways to determine 
eligibility. Too often, this is looked 
at as the only determining factor.  The 
following information is from the Louisi-
ana Department of Education  
Extended School Year Handbook. 

 §517. Eligibility Criteria  
A. Seven criteria are used to deter-

mine a student's need for ESYP: 
  
 1. Regression-Recoupment  
 2. Critical Point of Instruction  
 3. Self-Injurious Behavior  
 4. Employment  
 5. Transition  
 6. Excessive Absences 
 7. Late Entry  
 

B. There may be unusual situations or 
circumstances in which a student 
classified with a disability and en-
rolled in special education may 
need the ESYP but does not meet 
any of the eligibility criteria. In this 
case the teacher/instructional per-
sonnel may consider "Extenuating 
Circumstances." The purpose is to 
catch the student who meets the 
spirit, but not the letter, of the exist-
ing criteria.  
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§519. Regression-Recoupment  
Regression-to revert to a lower level of 
functioning after a break in instruction.  
Recoupment-to regain the level of 
functioning prior to the break in instruc-
tion.  
§521. Critical Point of Instruction  
1. Students with disabilities may be 

eligible for the ESYP if there is evi-

dence that extended service(s)     
     is needed to allow the students to  
 achieve a critical point of instruction 

in order to preclude one or more of 
the following from occurring:  

a. Critical Point 1 (CPI-1). Any loss of 
general education class(es)/time or 

increase in special education ser-
vice time because of a lack of 
academic or social skill develop-
ment;  
b. Critical Point 2 (CPI-2). A loss 
of significant progress made to-
ward the acquisition and/or main-
tenance of a critical self-help, 
community access, or social/
behavioral skill.  
NOTE: In very simple terms, a 
critical point of instruction for 

these self-help, community access, 
and social/behavioral skills refers to 
the point at which a student has almost 
achieved the skill. The Educational 
Needs codes on the IEP form may or 
may not match the areas described 
above (i.e., "giving the cashier the cor-
rect amount of money" might be coded 
as Academic or Vocational, but the 
skill is aimed at enabling the student 
access to the community). 
 

 §523. Self-Injurious Behavior  
1. Self-injurious behavior(s) is self-
directed and negatively impacts the 
health and well-being of the student: 
(e.g., banging one's head, severely 
scratching oneself, pinching oneself, 
biting oneself, etc.) The behavior in-
flicts injury on self.  
 

§525. Employment 
SEE PAGE 11 of this issue of the 
Exceptional Times for more on this 
topic. 
 

§527. Transition 
SEE PAGE 11 of this issue of the 
Exceptional Times for more on this 
topic. 
 

§529. Excessive Absences 
1. Health-related conditions listed in 

Standard 2.055.05 of Bulletin 
741� Louisiana Handbook for 
School Administrators are as fol-
lows:  

continued on page 8 
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  a. extended personal physical or 
emotional illness as verified by a 
physician or dentist,  

  b. extended hospital stay as verified 
by a physician or dentist,  

  c. extended recuperation from an ac-
cident as verified by a physician or 
dentist,  

  d. extended contagious disease 
within a family as verified by a phy-
sician or dentist. 

 

§531. Late Entry Into School 
1.  Late Entry. The student enrolls be-

tween January 1st and the ESYP 
screening date. 

 
§533. Extenuating Circumstances 
A. There may be unusual situations or 

circumstances in which a student 
classified with a disability and en-
rolled in special education may 
need the ESYP, but does not meet 
any of the eligibility criteria. The 
intent of Extenuating Circumstances 
is to identify the student who meets 
the spirit, but not the letter, of the 
existing criteria.  

1. The teacher/instructional personnel 
must use professional judgment 
and make the ultimate decision 
whether the student needs the 
ESYP to receive a free and appro-
priate public education (FAPE). In 
other words, the teacher/
instructional personnel must answer 
the question: Will a break in instruc-
tion negatively impact him/her or 
cause the student to lose skills that 
will restrict his or her ability to func-
tion as independently as is possi-
ble?  

 

B. Steps  
1. The teacher/instructional personnel 

must screen the student using all 
the ESY criteria that apply.  

2. If the student does not qualify, but 
the teacher/instructional personnel 
believe there is a need for ESYP, 
an ESY IEP meeting must be con-
vened.  

 

C. Required Documentation  
1. The teacher/instructional person-

nel must describe the student's 
need for the ESYP based on the 
instructional data and the most 
closely applicable ESY criteria. 
This description/narrative is written 

on the ESY IEP, or on another 
page, and attached to the ESY 
IEP.  

 

D. Examples  
1. A student has 20 health related ab-

sences by the screening date and 
the teacher/instructional personnel 
expects s/he will be absent at least 
six more days because of a diag-
nosed health condition. The 
teacher/instructional personnel 
must determine whether the health-
related absences have impeded the 
student's progress on high priority 
goals and objectives and whether 
the ESYP could have a significant 
impact on his or her educational 
program (The Excessive Absences 
Criterion).  

2. A student in a self-contained class 
setting may be able to increase his 
or her time in the general education  

 class if s/he receives some assis-
tance during the ESYP (CPI-1 crite-
rion).  

NOTE: this placement does not indi-
cate that students may receive the 
ESYP to pass a class or remediate a 
deficit.  
3. A student was addressing the critical 

social objectives/skills [e.g., demon-
strating appropriate peer/adult inter-
actions (90 percent of interactions), 
following school and classroom rules 
(95 percent of rules/day] on his or 
her IEP and started to make pro-
gress on them late in the school 
year. S/he is now at 50 percent and 
60 percent of the criterion level in 
those skill areas (i.e., not near crite-
rion).  

4. A student has an assistive technol-
ogy device and it is essential for that 
student to use the system/
technology through the summer to 
maintain his/her functioning level of 
the device.  

5.The skills are deemed crucial for the 
student to continue to participate in 
the general education setting. Now 
that the student has begun to make 
significant progress on the critical 
skills, the teacher/instructional per-
sonnel agree that the ESYP would 
have a significant impact on the stu-
dent's ability to master/maintain 
these critical skills (CPI-2 criterion).  

6. A student does not show a pattern 
of regression-recoupment problems 
on the objectives targeted for regres-
sion-recoupment data collection. 
However, there are other objectives 
on the IEP which were not targeted 
and the data indicate there is a re-
gression-recoupment problem with 
these objectives. The teacher/
instructional team decides these are 
essential skills for the student and 
that these skills need to be main-
tained. The team indicates the stu-
dent qualifies for ESYP via the re-
gression-recoupment criterion. 
(Regression-Recoupment Criterion). 

 

You can find the documents that guide 
decision making for Extended School 
Year on the Louisiana Department of 
Education website:  http://
www.doe.state.la.us/lde/index.html. 
The ESYP checklist is available at 
http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/
uploads/2308.pdf. The ESYP Hand-
book is available at  http://
www.doa.louisiana.gov/osr/
lac/28v57/28v57.doc.  If you do not 
have access to the internet you can 
contact the Louisiana Department of 
Education at 1-877-453-2721 to ask for 
a copy of the Bulletin or to discuss Ex-
tended School Year with state staff. 
Children with disabilities in Louisiana 
need the adults in their lives to support 
their educational needs. The Louisiana 
Parent Training and Information Cen-
ter’s staff can also provide you with 
information and support as you con-
sider Extended School Year. You will 
find a list of our staff and the parishes 
they serve on page 4 in this edition of 
the Exceptional Times.   

IEP   
Decision  
Making  
Table 

Marching - continued from page 7 
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My family has an IFSP through  
EarlySteps now, but what do we do if 
our child turns 3 during the summer? 
 
The Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) of 2004 requires that children 
who are transitioning from Part C (Early 
Intervention) services in the EarlySteps 
system to Part B preschool services have 
an individual education program (IEP) in 
place by the child’s third birthday.  This 
includes children whose birthday’s happen 
during summer months. According to IDEA, in the case of a 
child who may be eligible for such preschool services, with the 
approval of the family of the child, a conference or meeting 
should be held that will include EarlySteps, the family, and the 
local educational agency not less than 90 days  (and at the 
discretion of all such parties, not more than 9 months) before 
the child is eligible for the preschool services to discuss any 
such services that the child may receive. IDEA emphasizes 
starting as early as possible to consider if a preschooler with a 
disability is eligible for preschool services through an IEP from 
the public school district so that preschool IEP services can 
start at age three. It is not unusual for parents to start 180 
days/six months before the child turns three. 
 

The Early Steps staff should ask parents who have an IFSP 
for permission to identify the child as a person with a disability 
to the local education agency (parish or city public school dis-
trict) and this should start the transition process. However, we 
at the Louisiana Parent Training & Information Center encour-
age parents to send a letter to their local school district’s Di-
rector or Supervisor of Special Education and keep a copy for 
their records. We have sample letters for you to use. We can 
identify your local special education director and provide an 
address. In this way the parents can be confident that the 
process has begun in a timely manner. Parents should note on 
their calendar what day the letter was sent and check with the 
office of the local school district special education director or 
preschool coordinator to be sure that it was received. 
 

If your child will be turning three during the summer, when 
schools are typically closed, you must make your case for why 
your child needs services provided through an IEP during the 
summer, even if they are not provided on a public school cam-
pus. Preschool services for children with disabilities, even dur-
ing the school year, are not required to be provided on a public 
school campus in a self-contained preschool class that only 
includes children with disabilities. Why should that be the ex-
pectation during summer? There are multiple ways that stu-
dents may be eligible for extended school year services, in-
cluding Critical Point of Instruction and Extenuating Circum-
stances. There are many ways the services can be provided. 
But in order to get the services for your child you must be well 
prepared to make your case showing why the school district 
should provide the services. We can help you with that!  Con-
tact your LaPTIC to learn more so that you can make your 
case in your IEP meeting. 
 

Parents can also request that EarlySteps 
extend their services beyond age 3. The 
Early Steps Administration may consider 
continuing to provide early intervention if 
the child’s 3rd birthday is between the 
months of May and August. Whether or 
not this is possible depends on the avail-
ability of funds. If extended services are 
provided beyond the 3rd birthday this 
would only continue until the child starts 
the first day of school for all students. Be-
low is the process for asking EarlySteps to 

extend their services with tips from the Louisiana Parent Train-
ing & Information Center (LaPTIC). Parents should: 
 

1. Send a written request to your Family Support Coordinator 
(FSC).  

  a.  Feel free to ask the La. Parent Training & Informa-
       tion Center for help with writing the letter. 
              b. You may want to “CC” or carbon copy your                   

EarlySteps Regional Coordinator on the letter. 
Please contact us at LaPTIC if you need help iden-
tifying your Regional Coordinator. 

2. Ask the Family Support Coordinator to send the written 
request, with other needed documentation (see below) to 
the EarlySteps Regional Coordinator, and to notify you 
when this has been accomplished.  Note on your calendar 
the date that you provided the written request to the FSC 
and write a reminder on a follow-up date to help you re-
member to ask the FSC about it. 

3. The Regional Coordinator will review the following, which 
should be included with the parent’s written request: 

 a.  Current IFSP 
 b.  Evaluation Reports 
 c.  Monthly Progress Notes 
 d.  Any other documentation that the parents or FSC 
      may  want to include 
 

The EarlySteps Regional Coordinator will render a decision 
within 14 business days of receipt of the request. Should you 
disagree with the decision you can appeal to the state EarlyS-
teps Director, Brenda Sharp.  
 

Of course, there are summer activities that are available to all 
children during summer months in which you can enroll your 
preschooler. Remember, all young children learn from each 
other.  Consider opportunities in your community that will allow 
your child to spend time with children who do not have disabili-
ties.  Whether mother’s day out, typical child care, swimming, 
gymnastics, or other classes your preschooler will benefit from 
being with others. And remember, the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act forbids discrimination or being charged extra because 
your child has a disability.  Please call on us if needed. We 
wish you and your preschooler a happy, enjoyable, and pro-
ductive summer! 
 

Preschoolers with Disabilities and Summer Services  
By Cindy Arceneaux 
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Conflicts and Conversations  
April 2, 2008 - 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Old Metairie Library  
2350 Metairie Rd., Metairie, LA 
Presenter:  Karen Scallan 
To register, call:  504-888-9111 
 

Extended School Year 
April 4, 2008 - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families  
at the Crossroads, 2840 Military Hwy., 
Suite A, Pineville, LA 
Presenter:  Melissa Brossette 
To register, call: 318-641-7373 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
Coffee Break/ASAC Support  
Group Meeting 
April 8, 2008 - 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
241 West Main St., New Iberia, LA 
Presenter:  Valerie Balser 
To register, call: 337-984-3458 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
April 16, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Vermillion Parish Library 
404 East Saint Victor St., Abbeville, LA 
Presenter:  Valerie Balser 
To register, call: 337-984-3458 
 

Transitioning From IFSP to IEP 
April 16, 2008 - 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 a.m. 
Lincoln Parish Head Start 
For details call:  Lisa Robinson at  
318-361-0487 
 

Sibling Panel 
April 17, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Central Library, Lake Charles, LA 
Presenter:  Mylinda Elliot 
To register, call: 337-436-2570 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
April 18, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
8342 Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 
Presenter:  Donnica Conway-Strawder 
To register, call:  504-943-0343 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
April 18, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
LSU Ag Center 
1006 Lake Arthur Avenue 
Jennings, LA 
Presenter:  Mylinda Elliot 
To register, call: 337-436-2570 
 

Better School Services 
May 6, 2008 - 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Families Helping Families  
at the Crossroads, 2840 Military Hwy., 
Suite A, Pineville, LA 
Presenter:  Melissa Brossette 
To register, call: 318-641-7373 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall:  
Setup Better School Services for 
Next Year Now   
May 7, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 
Westwego Library, 635 4th St.,  
Westwego, LA 
Presenter: Karen Scallan 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
May 9, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
Beauregard War Memorial Civic Center 
250 West 7th Street, DeRidder, LA 
Presenter:  Mylinda Elliot 
To register, call: 337-436-2570 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall  
May 13, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
Call presenter for location 
Ascension Parish, LA 
Presenter:  Summer Mizell 
To register, call: 225-216-7474 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
May 14, 2008 - 3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.. 
John Dilbert Elementary 
4217 Orleans Ave., New Orleans 
Presenter:  Donnica Conway-Strawder 
To register, call:  504-943-0343 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
May 14, 2008 - 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Breaux Bridge Branch Library 
102 Courthouse Street  
Breaux Bridge, LA 
Presenter:  Valerie Balser 
To register, call: 337-984-3458 
 

What does this mean?   Individual 
Education Plan forms...what to look 
for, what each section means. 
May 17, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. – 12: 00 p.m. 
Old Metairie Library, 2350 Metairie Rd., 
Metairie, LA 
Presenter:  Karen Scallan 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 
 

continued on page 13 
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Training Events April - June 2008 

Spring Forward Into Fall:  
Setup Better School Services for 
Next Year Now.   
April 22, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Gretna Community Center 
1700 Monroe St., Gretna, LA 
Presenter:  Karen Scallan 
To register, call:  504-888-9111 
 

Summer Fun Activities 
April 23, 2008 - 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Office of Family Support 
1306 North 19th Street, Monroe, LA 
Presenter:  Lisa Robinson 
To register, call:  318-361-0487 
 

Sibshop 5 to 9 Year Olds 
April 26, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of Southwest 
Louisiana, 5200 Hodges St.  
Lake Charles, LA 
Presenter:  Mylinda Elliot 
To register, call: 337-436-2570 
 

Marching Ahead  
April 28, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
Call presenter for location 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Presenter:  Summer Mizell 
To register, call: 225-216-7474 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
April 28, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Oberlin Parish Library 
320 South 6th Street 
Presenter:  Mylinda Elliot 
To register, call: 337-436-2570 
 

Better School Services 
April 29, 2008 - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 pm. 
Families Helping Families  
at the Crossroads, 2840 Military Hwy., 
Suite A, Pineville, LA 
Presenter:  Melissa Brossette 
To register, call: 318-641-7373 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall  
April 30, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Call presenter for location 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Presenter:  Summer Mizell 
To register, call: 225-216-7474 
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Under §517. A. Eligibility Criteria - 
there are seven criteria used to de-
termine a student’s need for ESYP 
and two of the seven are Employ-
ment and Transition.  
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§525. Employment  
A. Students to be considered  
1. All students with disabilities 

enrolled in special education 
ages 16-22 who are em-
ployed by the screening 
date.  

 

B. Definitions  
Paid Employment - that the stu-
dent is paid commensurate/
minimum wage or has an alternate 
wage certificate from the Depart-
ment of Labor to be paid at a re-
duced level. In cases in which the 
student is paid a stipend (e.g., 
JTPA funds, cleaning tables in the 
teachers' lounge for $0.25), the stu-
dent is not eligible for the ESYP.  
1. The student is employed at a 

job site, prior to the screening 
date, and that employment is 
expected to continue through-
out the summer months. 

2. There are vocational or employ-
ment goal(s) and objective(s) 
on the student's current IEP 

3. There is documented evidence 
that the student is in need of 
support in order to maintain 
paid employment.  

 

C. Steps to Applying Employment 
Criterion  
1.   Annual IEP. The IEP team de-

termines that the student may 
qualify for the ESYP via the 
Employment Criterion. This cri-
terion is applied to students 
who are 16-22 years old and 
who are engaged in paid em-

ployment prior to the ESYP 
screening date. The job is ex-
pected to continue through the 
summer months.  

2.   Ongoing Data Collection/
Screening. The student's per-
formance on goals and objec-
tives on the IEP is monitored on 

an ongoing basis throughout 
the school year. The data col-
lected on the vocational/
employment goal(s) and objec-
tives may take the form of task 
analyses, job performance 
checklists, information from job 
coach/supervisor, etc. 

3.   Is the Student Eligible for 
ESYP?  

 a. Questions 
 i. Does the student's cur-

rent IEP address voca-
tional/employment goals 
and objectives?  

 ii. Did the student begin 
paid employment prior to 
the ESYP screening 
date?  

 iii. Do the performance 
data indicate that the stu-
dent will need support to 
maintain the paid employ-
ment throughout the sum-
mer?  

 b. Review Student Perform-
ance/Progress  

 i. What do the data indi-
cate? How is the student's 

performance on the job? 
Is the student able to per-
form the job with or with-
out support? What type of 
support is needed?  

 c. Decision Making  
 i. If the data indicate the 

need for support for the 
student to maintain the 
paid employment, then 
the student is eligible for 
ESYP 
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§527. Transition  
Students to be considered  
1. All students with disabilities 
who are enrolled in special edu-
cation, who have a transition ser-
vices page on the IEP, and who 
are expected to exit the local 
education agency at the end of 
the school year  

 

B. Definitions  
1. Individualized Transition Ser-

vices Page. The first page of the 
IEP lists the action steps that a 
person will need to accomplish in 
order to live, work, and recreate 
as an adult as independently as 
possible. It must be written by the 
time the student is age 16, or ear-
lier if appropriate, and revised 
annually until the student exits 
the local education agency. Par-
ticipants of the transition services 
page include the student, family 
members, and representatives of 
other agencies responsible for 
providing or paying for transition 
services.  

  

2. Action Steps. Activities designed 
to promote movement from 
school to post school activities, 

 
continued on page 11 

Extended School Year Program - Employment and Transition 
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ESYP Employment and Transition  
Continued from page 10 
 

   including post-secondary educa-
tion, vocational training, inte-
grated employment, continuing  

 and adult education, adult ser-
vices, independent living, or com-
munity participation  

 

C. Steps to Applying Transition Cri-
terion  
1. Annual IEP  
          a. The IEP team identifies 

the Transition Criterion as 
one possible area under 
which the student may qual-
ify for the ESYP. This crite-
rion is for students who 
have a transition services 
plan and who are expected 
to exit the local education 
agency at the end of the 
school year.  

          b. Local education agency 
transition services action 
steps are addressed in the 
IEP objectives. The IEP 
team discusses different 
ways of collecting data and 
strategies for team function-
ing.  

 

2. Ongoing Data Collection/
Screening  

          a. Throughout the school 
year, the teacher/
instructional personnel 
monitors the transition ser-
vices page and correspond-
ing objectives on the IEP.  

          b.   Prior to the ESYP 
screening date, the teacher/
instructional personnel re-
views the student's transi-
tion services page to deter-
mine whether there are any 
local education agency ac-
tion steps which will not be 
completed by the end of the 
normal school year.  

 

3. Is the student eligible for ESYP?  
     a. Questions  
         i. Are there local education 

agency transition services 
page action steps that will 
not be completed by the end 
of the school year?  

         ii. Does the student need 
transition services during the 
summer months?  

      b.  Review Student Perform-
ance/Progress  

          i. What do the data indicate? 
Is the student completing all 
local education agency ac-
tion steps and corresponding 
objectives? Are there some 
local education agency ac-
tion steps and corresponding 
objectives that are not com-
plete?  

     c. Decision Making  
          i. The student is eligible for 

ESYP if s/he is in need of 
service(s) to complete action 
steps that are the responsi-
bility of the local education 
agency.  

 

4. Required Documentation  
     a. A list of the incomplete action 

steps and corresponding ob-
jectives that are the responsi-
bility of the local education 
agency. 

     b. Information describing the 
student's need for transition 
services during the summer 
months.  

     c. Transition Documentation 
Form found on file at the De-
partment.  

 

§715. Selection of Goal(s) and 
Objective(s) for Students Eligible 
by Transition Criterion 
  

A. During the screening process, 
the teacher/instructional person-
nel determined the student needs 
to have the transition services 
page of the IEP completed. The 
ESY IEP team is to use informa-
tion from the regular school year 
Individualized Transition Services 
page and related IEP objectives 
in developing the ESY IEP in-
structional plan. The ESY IEP 
team should include members of 
the Transition Service page team.  

 

B. In developing the extended 
school year instructional plan, the 
team plans according to the fol-
lowing procedures. 

1. The ESY IEP team must exam-
ine IEP objective(s) related to 
the local education agency 
transition services page, which 
needs to be completed. The 
team must write a goal for the 
completion of the action step
(s).  

2. The objective(s) on the IEP, 
which is related to the action 
step(s), is identified for ESY 
instruction and written on the 
ESY IEP.  

 

C. The ESYP Needs (block #13 on 
the ESY IEP) section of the ESY 
IEP should include description of 
the student's specific need for 
services related to action steps.  

 

NOTE: A new transition services 
page does not have to be written 
for the ESYP.  
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated 
in accordance with R.S. 17:1941 et 
seq.  
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated 
by the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, LR 30: 
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Universal Checklist for Identifying Infants and Tod dlers Eligible for Early Intervention 

The Tracking, Referral and Assessment 
Center for Excellence (TRACE) has re-
leased a new practice guide entitled Uni-
versal Checklist for Identifying Infants and 
Toddlers Eligible for Early Intervention by 
Carl J. Dunst, Carol M. Trivette, & Glinda 
Hill.  
 

The guide describes the development and 
use of a universal checklist designed to 

be used by primary referral sources for identifying in-
fants and toddlers who may be eligible for early interven-
tion. 
 

For more information and to access the practice guide 
go to HYPERLINK  "http://www.tracecenter.info/
practiceguides/practiceguides_vol2_no1.pdf" 
 

FYI- This is a 6 page document. It includes a customiza-
ble checklist with instructions. 

What is child development?  
A child's growth is more than just 
physical. Children grow, develop, and 
learn throughout their lives, starting at 
birth. A child's development can be 
followed by how they play, learn, 
speak, and behave. 
 
What is a developmental delay?  Will 
my child just grow out of it?  
Skills such as taking a first step, smil-
ing for the first time, and waving "bye 
bye" are called developmental mile-
stones. Children reach milestones in 
playing, learning, speaking, behaving, 
and moving (crawling, walking, etc.). A 
developmental delay is when your 
child does not reach these milestones 
at the same time as other children the 
same age. If your child is not develop-
ing properly, there are things you can 
do that may help. Most of the time, a 
developmental problem is not some-
thing your child will "grow out of" on his 
or her own. But with help, your child 
could reach his or her full potential! 
 
What is developmental screening?  
Doctors and nurses use developmental 
screening to tell if children are learning 
basic skills when they should, or if they 
might have problems. Your child's doc-
tor may ask you questions or talk and 
play with your child during an exam to 
see how he or she learns, speaks, be-
haves, and moves. Since there is no 
lab or blood test to tell if your child may 

have a delay, the developmental 
screening will help tell if your child 
needs to see a specialist. 
 
Why is developmental screening 
important?  
When a developmental delay is not 
recognized early, children must wait to 
get the help they need. This can make 
it hard for them to learn when they 
start school. In the United States, 17 
percent of children have a develop-
mental or behavioral disability such as 
autism, intellectual disability (also 
known as mental retardation), or Atten-
tion-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder 
(ADHD). In addition, many children 
have delays in language or other ar-
eas. In addition, many children have 
delays in language or other areas. But, 
less than half of children with problems 
are identified before starting school. 
During this time, the child could have 
received help for these problems and 
may even have entered school more 
ready to learn. 
 
I have concerns that my child could 
have a developmental delay. Who 
can I contact in my state to get my 
child a developmental assessment?  
Talk to your child's doctor or nurse if 
you have concerns about how your 
child is developing. If you or your doc-
tor think there could be a problem, you 
can take your child to see a develop-
mental pediatrician or other specialist, 

and you can contact your local early 
intervention agency (for children under 
3) or public school (for children 3 and 
older) for help. To find out who to 
speak to in your area, you can contact 
the National Dissemination Center for 
Children with Disabilities by logging on 
to http://www.nichcy.org/ or calling 1-
800-695-0285. In addition, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has links to information for fami-
lies at (www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/dd/aic/
resources). If there is a problem, it is 
very important to get your child help as 
soon as possible. 
 
How can I help my child's develop-
ment?  
Proper nutrition, exercise, and rest are 
very important for children's health and 
development. Providing a safe and 
loving home and spending time with 
your child – playing, singing, reading, 
and even just talking – can also make 
a big difference in his or her develop-
ment.  
 
For other ideas of activities to do with 
your child, and for child safety informa-
tion, go to www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/child 
and look in the "developmental mile-
stones" section. 
 
For addition information go to:  
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/autism/
actearly/ccp/downloadmaterials.html 
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4/14/08 - 9 PM 
Who’s BESE? Why should I care? 
 
4/21/08 - 9PM 
Spring Forward Into Fall 
Get ready for next year now. Planning is 
the key to more successful school out-
comes. 
 
4/28/08 - 12:30 PM 
Transition Talk  
Join Wallace Johnson & Eddie Tebbe, 
Transition Specialists in Families Help-
ing Families Centers & adults with dis-
abilities, as they talk transition into 
adulthood. 

5/6/08 - 9 PM 
Positive Behavior Supports at Home & 
School 
 

5/7/08 - 12:30 PM 
Positive Behavior Supports at Home & 
School 
 

5/8/08 - 9 PM 
What is the State Interagency Coordinat-
ing Council? 
 

5/12/08 - 12:30 PM and 5/12/08 - 8 PM 
Transition Talk  -  Join Wallace Johnson 
& Eddie Tebbe, Transition Specialists in 
Families Helping Families Centers & 
adults with disabilities, as they talk tran-
sition into adulthood. 

6/10/08 10 AM and 6/10/08 1:30 PM 
Laugh and Learn Online: Learn about 
laws, rights, parent & student participa-
tion in IEPs through games & online 
activities. 
 
6/12/08 9 PM and 
6/24/08 10 PM and 
6/24/08 12:30 PM 
Summer Fun Activities! 
Make & Take Ideas online   
 
NOTE:  Check www.laptic.org for 
additional online training opportu-
nities throughout April, May, and 
June. 

LaPTIC Trainings - continued from 
page 9 
 

Spring Forward Into Fall 
May 18, 2008 - 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Living Gospel Church 
1700 Montgomery, West Monroe, LA 
Presenter:  Lisa Robinson 
To register, call:  318-361-0487 
 

Summer Fun Activities 
May 28, 2008 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Office of Family Support 
1306 North 19th St., Monroe, LA 
Presenter:  Lisa Robinson 
To register, call:  318-361-0487 
 

Assistive Technology…It’s Not  
Just A Communication Devices 
Anymore !  
June 4, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Avondale Community Center  
4008 U.S. Highway 90, Avondale, LA 
Presenter:  Karen Scallan 
To register, call: 504-888-9111 
 

Family Activity Class : Parents bring 
your children to laugh and learn.  
June 5, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Rosedale Library 

4036 Jefferson Hwy., Jefferson, LA  
Presenter:  Karen Scallan 
To register, call:  504-888-9111 
 

Family Fun Day (Student Portfolio 
WS)  
June 10, 2008 
Call presenter for time 
Families Helping Families of Greater  
Baton Rouge 
778 Chevelle Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 
Presenter:  Summer Mizell 
To register, call: 225-216-7474 
 

Summer Fun Activities 
June 12, 2008 - 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of Southeast 
Louisiana 
4118 Franklin Avenue, New Orleans, LA 
Presenter:  Donnica Conway-Stawder 
To register, call:  504-943-0343 
 

Family Fun Day 
June 14, 2008 - 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 pm. 
Families Helping Families  
at the Crossroads, 2840 Military Hwy., 
Suite A, Pineville, LA 
Lunch will be provided. 
Presenter:  Melissa Brossette 
To register, call: 318-641-7373 

Family Fun Day 
June 14, 2008 - 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of Acadiana 
510 West University Ave., Lafayette, LA 
Presenter:  Valerie Balser 
To register, call: 337-984-3458 
 

Summer Fun Activities 
June 20, 2008 - 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Families Helping Families of Northeast 
Louisiana 
5200 Northeast Road, Monroe, LA 
Presenter:  Lisa Robinson 
To register, call:  318-361-0487 
 

For June Training Events in Region 5 - 
Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Jeffer-
son Davis, and Cameron Parishes, 
please call Mylinda Elliott at 337-436-
2570 or 800-894-6558 
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When summer vacation arrives, parents 
are faced with selecting meaningful ac-
tivities for their child with learning dis-
abilities. Many parents see summer as a 
time for catching up on academic skills 
through tutoring, summer school, or one 
on one instruction with parents. Other 
parents view summer as a much needed 
time to rest and be free of the stress that 
is associated with school and learning 
activities. Still others see summer as 
time for learning new skills that there isn't 
time to learn during the school year. 
There is no one correct answer. It all 
depends on the child and his needs. 
 

Summer is a great time for students to 
do volunteer work. Volunteer opportuni-
ties for teens are often listed in the news-
paper. Red Cross has a youth volunteer 
program as do many hospitals. Other 
opportunities exist in nursing homes, 
senior centers and summer camps. Vol-
unteering has many advantages includ-
ing enhancing self esteem, job sampling 
and experience that can be listed on re-
sumes or for future job applications. 
Some schools also recognize distin-
guished service graduates who contrib-
ute a significant number of volunteer 
hours. 
 

Swimming lessons, summer camps, 
summer sports camps and music les-
sons are also summer options. These 
activities focus on areas of development 
that might be neglected due to the de-
mands of the regular school year. When 
selecting summer activities, make sure 
that the leaders or teachers of the activity 
have some understanding of your child's 
special needs. If your child has trouble 
with following directions, for example, 
provide information about effective ways 
to give him directions. If he needs time to 
process information, tell the leader how 
this is handled at school. Summer activi-
ties should have a positive effect on the 
child. Not everyone is knowledgeable 
about learning disabilities, so be pre-
pared to share your knowledge to enable 
your child to have a successful experi-
ence.  
 

Some parents find that summer is the 
time to enhance skills. Tutoring to im-
prove reading, math, writing or study 

skills is often selected. If formal tutoring 
is selected, it should be scheduled so 
that the student still has some break in 
academic instruction before school 
starts. Tutoring is often available from 
private tutors, at some community col-
leges, through the community education 
programs at some schools, through park 
and recreation programs, and through 
teacher education programs at universi-
ties. 
 

The following activities are some ideas 
that enhance learning that could be done 
at home: 
 

Elementary School Level  

· Explore a summer reading program 
at the library. 

· Use a children's cookbook to read 
and follow directions to make favor-
ite foods. Directions in cookbooks 
can be simplified by numbering them 
to assist with sequencing. 

· Encourage child to read the newspa-
per. Some newspapers have special 
pages for children. 

· Read to the child and talk about the 
book or stories. 

· If possible, have child read books 
that could be used for book reports 
next school year. 

· Improve vocabulary by learning 
three new words a week. Post the 
words on the refrigerator and talk 
about them each day. 

· Have the child write post cards to 
grandparents or friends. Make "child 
size" post cards using 4X6 cards. 
Divide one side in half using a dark 
line. Make lines on one side for the 
address and lines on the other side 
for the message. Have the child 
draw a picture on the reverse side or 
cut one from a magazine. 

· Older children could write in a jour-
nal each day. Encourage two or 
three sentences. 

· Write a letter to family or friends. 
       Reluctant writers benefit from filling 

in the blanks or dictating the letter to 
an adult and then copying it. 

· Use computer games to learn math 

facts, improve reading and vocabu-
lary. 

· Listen to math facts on tape or CDs 
(this can even be done in the car). 

· Match or sort coins depending on 
child's age or add random sets of 
coins 

 

Secondary School Students  

· Encourage reading of any type. Re-
luctant readers might enjoy books on 
tape to listen to as they read. 

· Many parents obtain the required 
reading list for the next grade's Eng-
lish class and have the student read 
at least some of the books in the 
summer. 

· Encourage vocabulary improvement 
through use of "Word a Day Calen-
dars", 

· Readers Digest Vocabulary pages, 
or a vocabulary journal and diction-
ary. If using the vocabulary journal, 
the student records any word from 
reading that he does not know and 
looks it up in the dictionary and 
writes down the definition. 

· Read about places that the student 
will visit on vacation. Have the stu-
dent write about them in a letter or 
journal 

· Figure mileage to various locations 
using a map scale. 

· Go to www.math.com for a variety of 
math review activities 

· Go to www.bibliomania.com for free 
online books, stories and poems. 

 

The lists could go on and on. These are 
just a few ideas of how learning can con-
tinue in the summer. Short learning ses-
sions throughout the summer can be 
very productive. There should be plenty 
of time set aside for the child to have 
fun as well.  
 
 
This article was reprinted with permission from 
the Learning Disabilities Association of America. 
http://www.ldaamerica.org/aboutld/parents/help/
summer.asp 
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Disability Rights Rally 2008 

 

 
Join other advocates on the Capitol steps in Baton Rouge 

for the  
DISABILITY RIGHTS RALLY 

on  
April 23, 2008 

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
   

· Ending the Waiver Waiting list 
 
 

For more information and to register for transportation contact your Regional LaCAN leader or local  
Families Helping Families from the list provided below. 

Region 1  - Parishes of Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard   
Team Leader Beth Ann Merida 
Email: bethannem@gmail.com 
Families Helping Families of 
Southeast Louisiana, Inc.   
504-943-0343 or 1-877-243-7352 
 

Region 2 - Parishes of Ascension, 
East Baton Rouge, East Felicians, 
Iberville, Point Coupee, West Ba-
ton Rouge, West Feliciana  
Teamleader Cindy Ardoin 
Work: (225) 216-7474 
Cell: (225) 223-1826 
Fax: (225) 216-7977 
Emails: cardoin@fhfgbr.org 
Families Helping Families of 
Greater Baton Rouge, Inc.   
225-216-7474 or 1-866-216-7474 
 
Region 3  - Parishes of Assump-
tion, Lafourche, St. James, St. 
John, Terrebonne, St. Charles,  
St. Mary 
Team Leader Maryal Mewherter 
Home:  (985) 446-8681 
Work:  (800) 331-5570 
Bayou Land Families Helping 
Families, Inc.   
985-447-4461 or 1-800-331-5570 

Region 4  - Parishes of Acadia, 
Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St., 
Landry, St. Martin, Vermilion  
Team Leader Linda Ledet 
Cell: (337) 255-0452 
Work: (337) 984-3458 
Email: lindal-
fhfacad@hotmail.com  
Families Helping Families of  
Acadiana, Inc.  
337-984-3458 or 1-800-378-9854 
 
Region 5 -  Parishes of Allen, 
Beauregard, Calcasieu, Jefferson 
Davis, Cameron  
Team Leader Mylinda Elliott 
337-436-2570 or 1-800-894-6558   
Email:  mylindaelliott@yahoo.com 
Families Helping Families of 
Southwest Louisiana, Inc.   
334-436-2570 or 1-800-894-6558 
 
Region 6 - Parishes of Avoyelles, 
Concordia, Catahoula, Grant, La-
Salle, Rapides, Vernon, Winn  
Team Leader Kristen Reed 
Home: (318) 641-8633 (& Fax) 
Pager: 1-888-759-7999 
Work: (318) 641-7373 
Email:  fhfxroads@aol.com  

Families Helping Families at the 
Crossroads of Louisiana, Inc. 
318-641-7373 or 1-800-259-7200 
 
Region 7 - Parishes of Bienville, 
Bossier, Caddo, DeSoto, Natchito-
ches, Red River, Claiborne, Sabine, 
Webster  
Team Leader Duane Ebarb 
Home: (318) 688-4830 
Work: (318) 221-0315 
Email: dke1949@bellsouth.net  
Families Helping Families of 
Northwest Louisiana, Inc. 
318-221-0315 or 1-888-989-0315 
 
Region 8 - Parishes of Caldwell, 
East Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, 
Lincoln, Madison, Morehouse, 
Ouachita, Richland, Tensas, Union, 
West Carroll  
Team Leader Mary Nann 
McMullen 
Home: (318) 680-5463 
Work: (318) 361-0487 
Email: mmcmullen@jam.rr.com  
Families Helping Families of 
Northeast Louisiana, Inc. 
318-361-0487 or 1-888-300-1320 
 

Region 9 - Parishes of St. Tam-
many, St. Helena, Livingston, 
Washington, Tangipahoa  
Team Leader Carmen O’Mara 
Home: (985) 845-1156 
Work: (985) 875-0511 
Email: gjocco01@yahoo.com  
Northshore Families Helping 
Families, Inc.  
985-875-0511 or 1-800-383-8700 
 
Region 10 - Jefferson Parish 
Team Leader - VACANT 
Please contact Region 1 Team 
Leader Beth Ann Merida 
Email: bethannem@gmail.com 
Families Helping Families of Jef-
ferson, Inc. 
504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos from the Disability Rights 

Rally 2007 on the steps of the 
Capital in Baton Rouge, LA 
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“ I t’s Who We Are... I t ’s What We Do”  

We’re on the web! 
www.laptic.org 

Non Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

P A I D 
New Orleans, LA 
Permit No. 1787 

Please help us increase our mailing list .  Share this form with parents, teachers, service providers, consumers, advocates, and 
others who will benefit from our publication. 
Please help us reduce our mailing costs .  If you no longer wish to receive the Exceptional Times newsletter, please check the ap-
propriate statement below, attach your mailing label and return, or call us at 1-800-766-7736. 
Visit our website www.laptic.org  to sign up to receive our newsletter by email or check the appropriate statement below. 

SUBSCRIPTION FORM  
 
 No,   I do not want to receive the Exceptional Times newsletter.  Please remove my name from the mailing list. 
 Yes, I want to receive the Exceptional Times newsletter by mail. 
 Yes, I would like to receiver the Exceptional Times newsletter through e-mail. 
 
NAME  
ADDRESS           CITY   
 
STATE/ZIP             PARISH   
PHONE NO. (     )                    EMAIL   

 
Child/Student Birth date ___________    Child/Student Disability_______________ 

Please check which applies: _____ Parent  ____ Student  ____ Professional  
** Professionals, please submit a $10.00 subscription fee (payable to FHF of Jefferson) 

Return this form to: LOUISIANA Parent Training and Information Center, 201 Evans Road, Bldg. 1, Suite 100 
Harahan, LA  70123; Phone: 504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736 

 
This newsletter is sponsored by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Grant # H328M000024-01).  Opinions 

contained herein do not necessarily represent those of the funding source, and no endorsement should be inferred. 

NOTE:  LOUISIANA Parent Training and Information Center do es not endorse or recommend products, services or  
resources and assumes no liability for the use or c ontents of any product, service or resource mention ed in this  
newsletter.  The information provided herein is int ended for educational, informational, and advocacy purposes only and 
is not intended to substitute for legal advice.  
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