
That’s the slogan for the National 
Inclusive Schools Week Celebration 
December 3 – 7, 2007. National   
Inclusive Schools Week is an effort to 
encourage and support schools to 
welcome all students and meet the 
unique needs of every learner. This   
includes students with and without 
disabilities; students who are learning 
English; students who are gifted or 
have special talents. While National 
Inclusive Schools week is a once a 
year celebration, it is hoped that    
inclusive practices will go on all year 
long. 
 

In Louisiana parents and schools are 
encouraged to join the celebration. If 
you haven’t started planning for your 
local Inclusive Schools Week Cele-
bration why not start now? You can 
get a celebration kit and suggestions 
at www.inclusiveschools.org. You 
can participate in many ways. One of 
the easiest and most  effective is to 
write a letter. You could encourage 
policymakers, especially members of 
the state Board of Elementary & Sec-
ondary Education (BESE) and our 
new state Superintendent of Educa-
tion, Paul G. Pastorek, to support 
schools to welcome all students,   
including those with disabilities. You 
could share the characteristics of in-
clusive schools. Write to the editor of 
your local paper or to your local radio 
or television reporters and editors. 
Tell them about National Inclusive 
Schools Week and LaTEACH, our 
state’s initiative to promote inclusive 
schools. 
 

Support LaTEACH (Louisiana To-
gether for the Education of All Chil-
dren.) as they plan to celebrate inclu-
sive schools by inviting policymakers, 
such as your state BESE member, to 
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visit schools and read books to chil-
dren that encourage acceptance and 
tolerance. Don’t forget to contact your 
local Superintendent of Schools and 
your local school board members to 
encourage their participation. Help 
alert the media about which schools 
and which BESE members will be 
participating and when. Learn who is 
running for BESE and encourage 
those running from your area to re-
spond to the LaTEACH survey for 
BESE candidates. The survey re-
sponses will help you determine 
which candidates support inclusive 
schools.  For more information con-
tact Christy Cormier, LaTEACH Coor-
dinator at 337-436-2570, 800-894-
6558, (toll free) or by email at 
fhfswla@xspedius.net.  Learn more 
about LaTEACH via the internet by 
going to www.fhfgno.org and clicking 
on the LaTEACH red school house. 
 

Support the Louisiana Developmental 
Disabilities Council as they recognize 
National Inclusive Schools Week with 
a visual art and performance art con-
test reflecting the theme: Inclusion = 
Everyone. The Governor’s Office of 
Disability Affairs, the Louisiana     
Department of Education, Families 
Helping Families of Southwest Louisi-
ana, LaTEACH and other organiza-
tions co-sponsored the contest. Art-
work was to be submitted by October 
10th.  Inform your BESE board mem-
bers about the upcoming awards for 
contest participants. This is a way to 
show that people with disabilities 
have strengths and talents. Encour-
age BESE to contact the Louisiana 
Developmental Disabilities Council 
and ask that the awards ceremony be 
linked to a BESE meeting or event. 
Look for information about when the 
winners will be presented with certifi-

cates from the Governor and where 
the artwork will be displayed publicly. 
You could attend the awards cere-
mony. You can help the media to 
know about these events and to 
cover the story. Questions may be 
directed to Robbie Gray at the     
Louisiana Developmental Disability 
Council 225-342-6803 or toll free at 
800-450-8108, or via email at 
rgray@dhh.la.gov or visit 
www.laddc.org  

    (continued on page 11) 
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Region 1, 3 &  10 – Orleans, Plaquemines,         
St. Bernard, Jefferson, Assumption,         
Lafourche, St. James, St. John, Terrebonne, 
St. Charles,  St. Mary Parishes 
Families Helping Families of GNO 
Bebe Bode, PROMPT Coordinator                        
bbode@fhfgno.org 
Jessie Blanchard, Facilitator  
jblanchard@fhfgno.com 
504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736 
504-888-0246 (Fax) 
 
Region 2 – Ascension, East Baton Rouge,   
East Feliciana, Iberville, Pointe Coupee,     
West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana Parishes 
Families Helping Families of  
Greater  Baton Rouge 
Summer Mizell, Facilitator  
smizell@projectprompt.com 
225-216-7474 or 1-866-216-7474 
225-216-7977 (Fax) 
 
Region 4 – Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia,        
Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, Vermillion 
Parishes 
Families Helping Families of Acadiana 
Valer ie Balser , Facilitator  
vbalser@projectprompt.com 
337-984-3458 or 1-800-378-9854 
337-984-3468 (Fax) 
 

Region 5 – Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu,   
Jefferson Davis, Cameron Parishes 
Families Helping Families of  
Southwest Louisiana 
Mylinda Elliott, Senior  Facilitator  
melliott@projectprompt.com 
337-436-2570 or 1-800-894-6558 
337-436-2578 (Fax) 
  
Region 6 – Avoyelles, Concordia,  
Catahoula, Grant, LaSalle, Rapides, Vernon, 
Winn Parishes 
Families Helping Families at the  
Crossroads of Louisiana 
Melissa Brossette,  Senior  Facilitator  
mbrossette@projectprompt.com 
318-641-7373 or 1-800-259-7200 
318-640-4299 (Fax) 
 
Region 7 – Bienville, Bossier, Caddo,     
DeSoto, Natchitoches, Red River, Clai-
borne, Lincoln, Sabine, Webster Parishes 
Families Helping Families of GNO 
Cassie Hubble, Facilitator     
chubble@projectprompt.com 
318-673-2159 or 1-800-766-7736 
318-673-2159 (Fax) 
 
 
 
 

Region 8 – Caldwell, East Carroll,  
Franklin, Jackson, Madison,  Morehouse, 
Ouachita, Richland,  Tensas, Union,           
West Carroll Parishes 
Families Helping Families of  
Nor theast Louisiana 
L isa Robinson, Facilitator   
lrobinson@projectprompt.com 
318-361-0487 or 1-888-300-1320 
318-361-0417 (Fax) 
 
Region 9 - St. Tammany, St. Helena, 
Livingston, Washington, Tangipahoa       
Parishes 
Nor thshore Families Helping Families 
Bebe Bode, PROMPT Coordinator  
bbode@fhfgno.org 
985-875-0511 or 1-800-383-8700  
985-875-9979 (Fax) 

Who to Contact for Help With Educational Issues?  

 Project PROMPT Statewide Facilitators 

Cindy Arceneaux is the Director of Project 
PROMPT and can be contacted at  
carceneaux@projectprompt.com,  

504-888-9111, (toll free) 1-800-766-7736,  
(Fax) 504-888-0246 

 

PROMPT's current goals include providing 
information, training and support to: par-

ents of children with disabilities, ages 
birth-twenty-six,; students with disabilities; 

and professionals working with people 
with disabilities ages birth-twenty-six. 
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2007 Louisiana State  
Autism Conference 

 

Foundations for the Future 
� � � � � � � � �	
 � 	� 
�� � � � �

�� �� �� ��� � � � �
�� � � � �� � � � �� � 
�� � �

 

� � � �� � � � ��� �� � � � � �� � 
�� � � � � � �  �

�

! � � �" �� � � � � � �� � �#� � �$%%�&� 
 � �� � �
� '� � � � � ( � � )*� � � �



The PROMPTer Page 3 Volume 23, Issue 1 

 

      

     What if Families Helping Families of Greater 
New Orleans earned a penny every time you 
searched the Internet? Well, now we can! 
      

     Families Helping Families of Greater New Or-
leans is now registered on GoodSearch, as seen 
in OPRAH Magazine, ABC News, The New York 
Times, Wall Street Journal, USA Today, and       
Fortune.  Every time someone uses GoodSearch 
to search the Internet, we will receive a direct  
donation. This is an amazing new opportunity to 
raise money everyday at no cost to us or our  
supporters. 
  

     GoodSearch.com is a new search engine that 
donates ad revenue, about a penny per search, 
to the charity its users designate. Use it just like 
any search engine, and it’s powered by Yahoo!, 
so you get the same great results. 
  

     So go to GoodSearch.com and enter Families 
Helping Families of Greater New Orleans as the  
organization you want to support. Just 500 of us 
searching four times a day will raise about $7,300 
in a year without anyone spending a dime! 
Please spread the word! 
  

     Get started right now and download the Good-
Search toolbar at: www.goodsearch.com/
toolbars.aspx  and support Families Helping 
Families of Greater New Orleans! 
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Don’t let difficulty with child care, transportation, or other barriers stop you from getting the knowledge you need 
on special education and topics related to people with disabilities.  Project PROMPT provides free online classes 
that you can attend and view on your computer right in the comfort of your own home.   
 

To view upcoming training opportunities please go to page 11 of this issue of The PROMPTer.  You can also    
register and view upcoming online events at:  http://projectprompt.webex.com 
 

Remember , there is NO “ www”  in front, just:  projectprompt.webex.com 

 

Project PROMPT Online Training 

Louisiana 
Disability Summit 
October 23 – 26, 2007 

Alexandria, LA 
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That all too well feeling in the pit of my 
stomach hit when my sister called and 
asked if I could talk to her best friend’s 
daughter about autism. My son Seth, 
was diagnosed with autism at 2 ½ and 
I have been involved advocating for 
him and other’s for the past 10 years.  
The plan was, over the Labor Day holi-
day my sister was having a get to-
gether at her home and everyone was 
going to be there.  You have to under-
stand how big of an event this was for 
our family and friends since Katrina.  
Everyone together in the same place 
at the same time is a rare occasion 
since we have been scattered to the 
winds. 
 

I hadn’t seen Mandy for quite some 
time, and now she was a married adult 
with a beautiful baby boy of 10 months. 
I didn’t want to overwhelm her by going 
straight over and inspecting her son. I 
felt taking it slow was the best way to 
handle the situation. I said my hellos 
and gave kisses to all upon my arrival. 
 

After everyone was acclimated and 
had eaten I walked over and began to 
speak with Mandy....the usual “how are 
you” and small talk.  Even though I 
tried to keep things at ease for her, I 
could see that all too familiar fear in 
her eyes.  I said “Let’s go somewhere 
not quite so noisy”!  So we slipped into 
one of the bedrooms and began to 
talk. Mandy described how her son 
had been doing and her concerns with 
some of his behaviors. Red flags be-
gan to fly around! 
 

When you think of your child and how 
he or she is growing, you notice things 
like how soon he or she smiles, sits up, 
rolls over, or how well he or she walks, 
talks, holds a spoon, and feeds him or 
herself. Children learn naturally during 
this time, by doing, by watching you 
and/or other children, and by being 
taught how to do different things. Be-
cause you know your child so well, you 
might notice that he or she is growing 
or developing differently than a 

brother, sister, or cousin at that age. 
What you are noticing are changes in 
different developmental areas. The five 
primary developmental areas are: 
 

1. Physical Development - Ability to 
move, see, and hear 

2. Language and Speech Develop-
ment - Ability to talk, express 
needs 

3. Social and Emotional Development 
- Ability to relate to others 

4. Self Help or Adaptive Development 
- Ability to eat, dress and take care 
of themselves 

5. Cognitive Development - Ability to 
think and learn 

While all children grow and change at 
their own rate, some children can ex-
perience delays in their development. 
Sometimes this can be a cause for 
concern.  I complimented Mandy on 
acting on her concerns and her willing-
ness not to wait to see what was going 
on with her son although that is what 
she was told by a professional to do.  
The early years of development are 
the most important ones to our chil-
dren, and acting quickly on your con-
cerns is the best possible advice.  I still 
do not understand why some profes-
sionals insist on telling parents to wait, 
or they will grow out of it. 
 

With the rise in developmental disabili-
ties, especially autism, early diagnoses 
is critical.  Child development research 
has established that the rate of learn-
ing and development is most rapid in 
the preschool years. Timing of inter-
vention becomes particularly important 
when a child runs the risk of missing 

an opportunity to learn during a state 
of maximum readiness. If the most 
teachable moments or stages of great-
est readiness are not taken advantage 
of, a child may have difficulty learning 
a particular skill at a later time. 
 

After nearly 50 years of research, there 
is evidence--both acquired through 
data and reports of parents and teach-
ers -- that early intervention increases 
the developmental and educational 
gains for the child, improves the func-
tioning of the family, and reaps long-
term benefits for society. Early inter-
vention has been shown to result in the 
child needing fewer special education 
and other habilitative services later in 
life; being held behind a grade less 
often; and in some cases being indis-
tinguishable from typical peers years 
after intervention. 
 

I am quite passionate about Early In-
tervention!  Without it, I don’t believe 
my son would be where he is today.  I 
know it is hard to think that something 
may be wrong with your baby, but not 
addressing the possibility is not going 
to help or make it go away. Early Inter-
vention at the earliest time possible is 
the best gift you can give to your child 
and family. If that inner voice is whis-
pering inside of you that something is 
not quite right with your baby, please 
don’t wait to see if he/she will grow out 
of it.  Act on it! 
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It’s absolutely essential.  If it’s not 
written down, someone will swear it 
never happened or it was never said 
or that it was misinterpreted.   
 

If you have a dispute with the school, 
your contact log is independent evi-
dence that supports your memory. 
 

Make your requests in writing.  Write 
polite follow-up letters to document 
events, discussions, and meetings. 
 

Documentation that supports your 
position is a key to resolving disputes 
early. 
 

If you have a dispute with the school, 
you should assume that you will tes-
tify about your recollections.  Memo-
ries are unreliable and influenced by 
emotions.  If your problems boil 
down to our word against the word of 
a school employee, you are not likely 
to prevail without proper documenta-
tion. 
 

However, if your recollections are 
supported by a journal, contact log or 
calendar that describes the problem 
or event, you will be in a stronger 
position.  Your Journal or log should 
be contemporaneous -- that is, writ-
ten when the events or incidents oc-
curred. 
 

 If you can produce a letter that de-
scribes what the school agreed to do 
or refused to do, your position will be 
stronger.  If the school asks you to 
sign a consent or permission form, 

get a copy for your records.  Your 
copy establishes what you agreed to. 
 

Documents Answer Questions 
 

Documents provide answers to 
“Who, What, Why, When, Where, 
How and Explain” questions. 
·  What services or supports did 

the school agree to provide? 
·  What services or supports did 

the school refuse to provide? 
·  What reason did the school give 

for refusal? 
·  Who attended the meeting when 

these decisions were made? 
·  Why was the parent not advised 

about this meeting? 
·  When was the meeting held? 
·  When did the parent receive the 

IEP in the mail? 
·  When did the school inform the 

parent about the change in pro-
gram and placement? 

·  Explain how the new IEP was 
implemented. 

 

Contact Log 
 

Use a log to document all contacts 
between you and the school.  Your 
log should include telephone calls, 
messages, meetings, letters, and 
notes between you and the school 
staff. Figure 1 below is a sample 
contact log for telephone calls. 
 

Your log is a memory aid and will 
help you remember what happened 
and why. 

Your Calendar 
 

Many Parents like to record their ap-
pointments in a monthly or “Year at a 
Glance” calendar.  Calendars can 
provide good evidence about meet-
ings dates and times. 
 

If you document meeting dates and 
times in a calendar, write a descrip-
tion of what happened at the meeting 
in your journal or log. 
 

Do not throw away at the end of the 
year.  
 

Your Journal 
 

Your journal is like a diary and 
should be clear and legible. 
 

If you request a due process hearing, 
your journal may be important evi-
dence in your child’s case.  Your 
writings, journals, logs, calendars, 
and letters may be subpoenaed by 
the school district. 
 

Assume that the school personnel 
and their attorney will read your pa-
pers.  Stick to the facts.  Do not use 
the journal to report your feelings or 
frustrations. 
 

When you write into your journal, 
write to the Stranger who has the 
power to fix problems.  When the 
Stranger reads your journal, the 
Stranger will understand your per-
spective and want to fix your      
problems.  

How Impor tant is Wr itten Documentation?  
Reprinted with permission by author Dorene J. Philpot, Attorney At Law  
http://www.dphilpotlaw.com/html/documentation.html 

Telephone Calls  

Who  

When  

What you wanted  

What you were told  

Figure 1:  Contact Log 

Notes  
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The reauthorized Individuals with      
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was 
signed into law on Dec. 3, 2004, by 
President George W. Bush.  The provi-
sions of the act became effective on July 
1, 2005, with the exception of some of 
the elements pertaining to the definition 
of a “highly qualified teacher”  that took 
effect upon the signing of the act.   

 

The final regulations were published on 
Aug. 14, 2006.  This is one in a series of 
documents, prepared by the Office of 
Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services (OSERS) in the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education that covers a variety 
of high-interest topics and brings to-
gether the regulatory requirements re-
lated to those topics to support constitu-
ents in preparing to implement the new 
regulations. 1  This document addresses 
significant changes from preexisting regula-
tions to the final regulatory requirements 
regarding secondary transition. 
 
IDEA Regulations 
1. Add “ fur ther education”  of chil-

dren with disabilities to the 
IDEA’s purposes. 

 

The purposes of IDEA include ensuring 
that all children with disabilities have 
available to them a free appropriate pub-
lic education (FAPE) that emphasizes 
special education and related services 
designed to meet their unique needs and 
prepare them for further education, em-
ployment and independent living. 
[34 CFR 300.1(a)]  [20 U.S.C. 1400(d)
(1)(A)] 
 
 

2.  Refer  to a “ child”  instead of a 
“ student.”  

 

The definition of “ transition services”  is 
changed to refer to a “child,”  rather than 
a “student,”  with a disability. 
[34 CFR 300.43]  [20 U.S.C. 1401(34)] 
 

3.  Change the definition of “ transition 
services.”  

·  The term “ transition services”  means 
a coordinated set of activities for a child 
with a disability that:  Is designed to be 
within a results-oriented process, that is 
focused on improving the academic and 

functional achievement of the child with 
a disability to facilitate the child’s move-
ment from school to post-school activi-
ties, including postsecondary education, 
vocational education, integrated employ-
ment (including supported employment); 
continuing and adult education, adult 
services, independent living, or commu-
nity participation; 
·  Is based on the individual child’s 
needs, taking into account the child’s 
strengths, preferences, and interests; and 
Includes instruction, related services, 
community experiences, the development 
of employment and other post-school 
adult living objectives, and, if appropri-
ate, acquisition of daily living skills and 
functional vocational evaluation. 
[34 CFR 300.43 (a)]  [20 U.S.C. 1401
(34)]  

 

4. Require changes to performance 
goals and indicators. 

 

The State has established goals for the 
performance of children with disabilities 
in the State that … address graduation 
rates and dropout rates, as well as such 
other factors as the State may determine. 
[34 CFR 300.157(a)(3)]  [20 U.S.C. 1412
(a)(15)(A)(iii)] 
 

5. Establish an exception to require-
ments for  evaluation before a 
change in eligibility. 

 

The evaluation described in §300.305(e)
(1) [see 20 U.S.C. 1414(c)(5)(B)(i)] is 
not required before the termination of a 
child's eligibility under Part B due to 
graduation from secondary school with a 
regular diploma, or due to exceeding the 
age eligibility for FAPE under State law. 
[34 CFR 300.305(e)(2)]  [20 U.S.C. 1414
(c)(5)(B)(i)] 
 
 

For a child whose eligibility under Part B 
terminates under circumstances described 
above, the LEA shall provide the child 
with a summary of the child’s academic 
achievement and functional performance, 
which shall include recommendations on 
how to assist the child in meeting the 
child’s postsecondary goals. [34 CFR 
300.305(e)(3)]  [20 U.S.C. 1414(c)(5)(B)
(ii)] 

6. Change the secondary transition 
requirements in the IEP. 

 

Beginning not later than the first IEP to 
be in effect when the child turns 16, or 
younger if determined appropriate by the 
IEP Team, and updated annually thereaf-
ter, the IEP must include: 
·  Appropriate measurable postsecond-
ary goals based upon age-appropriate 
transition assessments related to training, 
education, employment and, where ap-
propriate, independent living skills; 
·  The transition services (including 
courses of study) needed to assist the 
child in reaching those goals;  
·  and beginning not later than one year 
before the child reaches the age of major-
ity under State law, a statement that the 
child has been informed of the child’s 
rights under Part B, if any, that will 
transfer to the child on reaching the age 
of majority under §300.520 [see 20 
U.S.C. 1415(m)]. 
[34 CFR 300.320(b) and (c)]  [20 U.S.C. 
1414 (d)(1)(A)(i)(VIII)] 
 

7.  Add requirement to invite child to 
IEP Team meeting when purpose 
includes “ consideration of postsec-
ondary goals.”  

 

The LEA must invite a child with a dis-
ability to attend the child’s IEP Team 
meeting if a purpose of the meeting will 
be the consideration of the postsecondary 
goals for the child and the transition ser-
vices needed to assist the child in reach-
ing those goals under §300.320(b). 
[34 CFR 300.321(b)] [20 U.S.C. 1414(d)
(1)(B)] 
 

8. Add development and implemen-
tation of transition programs to 
list of permissible uses of State–
level funds under Par t B. 

 

States may use funds reserved under 
§300.704(b)(1) for the development and 
implementation of transition programs, 
including coordination of services with 
agencies involved in supporting the tran-
sition of students with disabilities to 
postsecondary activities. 
[34 CFR 300.704(b)(4)(vi)] [20 U.S.C. 
1411(e)(2)(C)(vi)]            (continuied on page 9) 
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     Newton, MA (USA)—The 7th Annual Inclusive Schools 
Week will be held December 3-7, 2007, to highlight the ac-
complishments of families, schools, and communities that 
have dedicated time, labor, and resources to promoting in-
clusive education for all of the world©s children. This year©s 
theme, "Lessons from the World: Including All Children," 
provides an opportunity to focus on both international ac-
complishments and ongoing challenges associated with 
changing global attitudes, practices, and policies toward 
better educational outcomes for students around the globe. 
Participants will read stories, learn facts, discover re-
sources, and make connections with families and profes-
sionals around the world who are on a similar journey to-
ward building more inclusive schools and communities for 
all children and youth.  
 

     Since its inception in 2001, Inclusive Schools Week has 
celebrated the progress that schools have made in provid-
ing a supportive and quality education to an increasingly 
diverse student population, including students with disabili-
ties and those from culturally and linguistically diverse back-
grounds. The Week also provides an important opportunity 
for educators, students, and parents to discuss what else 
needs to be done in order to ensure that their schools con-
tinue to improve their ability to successfully educate all chil-
dren.  
 

     The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) estimates that there are 140 mil-
lion children in the world who do not attend school due to 
gender, disability, and/or socio-economic discrimination.         
Those who are attending school are often not receiving a 

quality education. This global realization underscores the 
international movement toward educating children who are 
marginalized in their communities due to disability, gender, 
socio-economic status, cultural heritage, or language pref-
erence. Several prominent government and philanthropic 
organizations, including UNESCO, the World Bank, and the 
Open Society Institute & Soros Foundations Network, are 
supporting projects that address inclusive education. By 
promoting an international dialogue among people and or-
ganizations who are promoting inclusive education, Inclu-
sive Schools Week hopes to build bridges both in the 
United States and internationally toward a better world for 
our children. 
 

     Resources and information about international initiatives 
are currently available on our Web site: 
www.inclusiveschools.org. In the coming months, we will 
continue to update the site with stories, anecdotes, and in-
clusive practices from around the globe, and we welcome 
your suggestions for resources and content related to the 
international theme. An updated Celebration Kit, including 
celebration ideas, lesson plans, a sample proclamation, and 
other publications and resources, will be released in the fall. 
For more information about the Week, please visit 
www.inclusiveschools.org or email inclu-
siveschools@edc.org. Be sure to sign up for Inclusive 
Schools Week News for regular updates about the Week, 
as well as other news and information related to building 
schools and communities that are welcoming of all children 
and youth. 
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7th annual celebration of Inclusive Schools Week focuses on Inclusive Schooling Around the World 

By:  Inclusiveschools.org 
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Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council 

2007 Inclusive Schools Ar t Contest 

     In recognition of National Inclusive Schools Week 
(December 3 – 7, 2007), the Louisiana Developmen-
tal Disabilities Council, in collaboration with the Gov-
ernor’s Office of Disability Affairs, the Louisiana De-
partment of Education, Families Helping Families of 
Southwest Louisiana, and other organizations, is 
sponsoring a visual art and performance art contest 
reflecting the theme: Inclusion = Everyone. 
 

     Entries that illustrate or describe ideas related to 
the theme and inclusion of persons with disabilities 
will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday,    
October 10, 2007.  

     Winners will be presented with certificates from the 
Governor and their artwork will be displayed publicly. 
Information regarding the awards ceremony, display 
of artwork, and prizes will be announced later. The art 
contest brochure with the contest rules and registra-
tion form may be accessed at www.laddc.org. 
  

     Questions may be directed to Robbie Gray at 225-
342-6803 or toll free at 800-450-8108 or via email at 
rgray@dhh.la.gov. 
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National Bullying Prevention Awareness 
Week is Oct. 21 – 27, 2007. It is spon-
sored by PACER Center’s National Center 
for Bullying Prevention and cosponsored 
by the American Federation for Teachers, 
National Coalition for Parent Involvement 
in Education, National Education Associa-
tion, and School Social Work Association 
of America. 

 
Teachers, parents, and 
children nationwide are 
encouraged to increase 
community awareness 
about the prevalence and 
impact of bullying. The 
following activities and 

materials are available at www.pacer.org 
to help reduce bullying in homes, schools, 
recreational programs, and community 
organizations. 
 
For elementary school students 

·  Bullying prevention Web site, 
www.PACERKidsAgainstBullying.org 

·  Poster contest 

·  Free, colorful bookmarks 

For middle- and high-school students 

·  Video contest 

·  Submit to join an advisory panel 

·  Videos and stories from people who 
have been affected by bullying 

 
For parents and professionals 

·  Toolkit with daily activities for elemen-
tary school classrooms 

·  Online bullying prevention training for 
parents, with an emphasis on children 
with disabilities 

·  Informational handouts 
 
“Childhood bullying is a significant prob-
lem nationwide,” said Paula F. Goldberg, 
Executive Director of PACER, a national 
parent center located in Minnesota. “It can 
cause school absenteeism, mental and 
physical stress, poor school performance, 
poor self-esteem, and, in some cases, 
school violence. Statistics show that 
160,000 children in the United States miss 
school each day as a result of being bul-
lied. That’s not acceptable."  

 “Teachers and parents can play a critical 
role in creating a climate where bullying is 
not tolerated. When adults and children 
stand together, bullying ends,” Goldberg 
said. 
 
PACER Center’s Bullying Prevention Pro-
ject is for all children, including children 
with disabilities. It promotes bullying 
awareness and teaches effective ways to 
respond to bullying. 
 
PACER Center serves families of children 
and youth with disabilities and special 
health needs, in addition to the bullying 
prevention project for all children. It pro-
vides resources such as publications, 
workshops, and individualized assistance 
and helps families make decisions about 
education, vocational training, employ-
ment, and other services for their child. 
 

PACER Center’s Bullying Prevention 
Project is for all children, including 
children with disabilities, and promotes 
bullying awareness and teaches effec-
tive ways to respond to bullying. 

(continued from page 7) 
9.  Delete requirement that an LEA 

take other  steps if an invited agency 
does not attend an IEP meeting 
dur ing which transition services 
will be discussed. 

 

If a purpose of a child’s IEP Team meet-
ing will be the consideration of postsec-
ondary goals for the child and the transi-
tion services needed to assist the child in 
reaching those goals, the LEA, to the 
extent appropriate, and with consent, 
must invite a representative of any par-
ticipating agency that is likely to be re-
sponsible for providing or paying for 
transition services to attend the child’s 
IEP Team meeting.  However, if the par-
ticipating agency does not attend the 
meeting, the LEA is no longer required 
to take other steps to obtain participation 
of an agency in the planning of any tran-
sition services. 
[34 CFR 300.321(b)(1) and (3)] [20 
U.S.C. 1414(d)(1)] 

10. Add requirement for  consent pr ior  
to inviting a representative of any 
par ticipating agency likely to be 
responsible for  providing or  pay-
ing for   transition services to at-
tend a child’s IEP Team meeting. 

 

To the extent appropriate, with the con-
sent of the parents or a child who has 
reached the age of majority, in imple-
menting the requirements of §300.321(b)
(1), the public agency must invite a rep-
resentative of any participating agency 
that is likely to be responsible for provid-
ing or paying for transition services.   
[34 CFR 300.321(b)(3)] 
 
1 Topics in this ser ies include:  Alignment 
With the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
Act; Changes in Initial Evaluation and 
Reevaluation; Children Enrolled by Their  
Parents in Pr ivate Schools; Discipline; 
Dispropor tionality and Over  identifica-
tion; Ear ly Intervening Services; Highly 
Qualified Teachers; Identification of Spe-

cific Learning Disabilities; Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) Team Meetings 
and Changes to the IEP; Individualized 
Education Program (IEP); Local Funding; 
Monitor ing, Technical Assistance and En-
forcement; National Instructional Materi-
als Accessibility Standard (NIMAS); Par t C 
Amendments in IDEA 2004; Par t C Op-
tion: Age 3 to Kindergar ten Age; Proce-
dural Safeguards: Surrogates, Notice and 
Consent; Procedural Safeguards: Media-
tion; Procedural Safeguards: Resolution 
Meetings and Due Process Hear ings; Sec-
ondary Transition; State Complaint Pro-
cedures; State Funding; and Statewide 
and Distr ictwide Assessments.  Documents 
are available on the IDEA Web site at: 
http://IDEA.ed.gov. 
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The Clues Yes No 
1. Are you called mean names by other kids? 

  

2. Do other kids ever hit, kick, push, or punch you? 
  

3. Do kids leave you out of groups on purpose? 
  

4. Do other kids make fun of the way that you look or act? 
  

5. Is it hard for you to make friends? 
  

6. Are you sometimes afraid to go to school? 
  

7. Do you often feel nervous, anxious, or worried? 
  

8. Do you blame yourself when other kids pick on you? 
  

9. Do you think you deserve what happens to you? 
  

10. Have you felt mad or cried when someone has been mean to you? 
  

Pip©s Clever Clue Clar ifier  

Stop It!   
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Encourage your school or your school system to brag about the inclusive practices they have already begun. The best way for school 
staff to get inspired is to learn from their peers about the possibilities. The number of inclusive schools in Louisiana will increase as we 
each get involved. Great things can happen in inclusive schools. And inclusive schools can happen in Louisiana. 
 

Characteristics of Inclusive Schools 

Inclusive schools: 

·  Make sure each and every student feels welcome and is learning; 

·  Embrace the understanding that every student is unique and, therefore, learns differently; 

·  Understand that all children learn better if teaching is tailored to their abilities, collaborate with families; 

·  Hold high expectations for student success; keep improving.  

Source: National Institute for Urban School  Improvement 

� ��� �����	 
��������Great Things Happen in Inclusive Schools - (continued from page 1) 
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October 2007  
PROMPT Online  

Calendar of Events 

November 2007  
PROMPT Online  

Calendar of Events 

December 2007  
PROMPT Online  

Calendar of Events 

Wednesday  
10/3/07 - 8:30 PM  
Families Are Impor-
tant: Early Childhood 
 
Friday - 10/05/07  
8:00 PM 
IEP Basics 
 
Friday - 10/05/07  
9:15 PM 
IEP Support Series: 
Evaluations 
 
Wednesday  
10/10/07 - 8:30 PM  
Positive Behavior 
Supports: At Home 
and School 
 
Friday - 10/12/07 
8:00 PM  
A Good IDEA 
 
Friday - 10/12/07 
9:15 PM  
IEP Support Series: 
Your Child©s Evalua-
tions 
 
Wednesday 
10/17/07 8:30 PM                  
Understanding 
ADHD 
 

Friday - 10/19/07  
8:00 PM                       
Bullying Prevention 
Week: How You Can   
Participate, Bullying 
Is Your Child A Tar-
get? 
 
Friday - 10/19/07   
9:15 PM                             
IEP Support Series: 
Writing Goals from 
Evaluations 
 
Monday - 10/22/07 
8:30 PM                       
Bullying Prevention 
Week: How You Can   
Participate, Bullying: 
Is Your Child A   
Target? 
 
Friday - 10/26/07 
9:00 PM  
IEP Support Series: 
Writing Goals 
 
Monday - 10/29/07 
8:30 PM  
Transition into  
Adulthood:  Planning 
Now for What Will 
Happen AFTER the 
School Bus Stops 
Coming 

Thursday -11/01/07 - 8:30 PM        
Parental Involvement: More than 
helping with homework  
 

Wednesday - 11/07/07 -  8:30 PM    
Special Education is NOT a         
destination: Least Restrictive        
Environment 
 

Friday - 11/09/07 - 8:00 PM  
Inclusive Schools Week- How You 
Can Participate 
 

Friday - 11/09/07 - 9:15 PM 
IEP Support Series 
 

Wednesday - 11/14/07 - 8:30 PM  
IDEA 2004 
 

Friday - 11/16/07 - 8:00 PM  
Positive Behavioral Supports 
 

Friday - 11/16/07 - 9:15 PM  
IEP Support Series 
 

Monday - 11/19/07 -  8:30 PM  
Section 504 of the Vocational  
Rehabilitation Act 
 

Tuesday - 11/27/07 -  8:30 PM 
No Child Left Behind and IDEA 

Monday - 12/03/07 - 8:30 PM  
What©s An Inclusive School? 
 

Friday - 12/07/07 - 8:00 PM  
Families Are Important: Early  
Childhood 
 

Friday -12/07/09 - 9:15 PM  
IEP Support Series 
 

Wednesday -12/12/07 - 8:30 PM  
Special Education is NOT a  
Destination: Least Restrictive  
Environment 
 

Friday -12/14/07 - 9:15 PM  
Diploma, GED, Skills Options:  
Planning for the Transition Into  
Adulthood 
 

Friday - 12/14/07 - 9:15 PM  
IEP Support Series 
 

Wednesday - 12/19/07 - 8:30 PM  
A Happier New Year: Tips for  
Success at School 
 

Friday - 12/21/07 - 9:15 PM  
IEP Support Series 
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