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FPROMET !

Families & Policymaking

D When | think
” about individ-
m ual and family
involvement in
policymaking, |
can't help but think about one of my
favorite quotes by Margaret Mead,
“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful committed citizens can
changethe world: Indeed it’sthe
only thing that ever has.”

Individuals don’t always understand
the power that they possess when it
comes to policymaking. Who are the
policymakers? Our elected officials
and they want to hear from us and
want to know what our needs are. It
is our responsibility to educate them
on the different issues that are im-
portant to our families and the com-
munitiesin which we live, work and
recreate.

What is policymaking? The govern-
ment process that trandlates political
vision into programs and actionsin
order to deliver desired changesin
thereal world. Policymakers should
have available to them the widest
and latest information on research
and best practice. Unfortunately, this
is not always the case, which means,
we need to help educate them on
issues that are near and dear to us.

What can you do as an individual ?
Know who your legidators are.
Know when they arein session.
Know the proposed bills that will be
discussed. If you have theinternet,
you can go to www.la.gov and find
out al of thisinformation and even
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By: Mary Jacob

watch the sessions. As an individual
with a disability or afamily member,
you are probably most interested in
proposed legidlation around educa-
tion, health care, and waiver ser-
vices.

The Louisiana Developmental Dis-
abilities Council funds two grass-
roots advocacy groups that watch
these items for you. Louisiana Citi-
zens for Action Now (LaCAN) and
Louisiana Together Educating All
Children (LaTEACH) are both very
active groups that you can join and
receive emails or snail mail on im-
portant items and meetings that you
would want to get involved in.

On May 8, 2007, LaCAN will con-
tinue their “A Waiting List is Not a
Service” campaign with arally on
the steps of the Capitol in Baton
Rouge. Individuals with disabilities
and family members are encouraged
to join forces and make a united
statement. Home and community
based services are preferred and poli-
cymakers need to find areoccurring
source of revenue to fund this.

LaTEACH encouragesindividualsto
attend Louisiana Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education meet-
ings. Let your elected BESE mem-
ber hear from you and know what
your concerns are in the education
arena. Currently high school redes-
ignisabigissue. Families need to
constantly remind the members of
the BESE board that students with
disahilities are part of the makeup of

public education and need to be
equally represented at all meetings
and committees that involve poten-
tial change in the way we educate
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Louisiana students. To find out
more about BESE members and
meetings, you can go to
www.doe.state.la.us. To learn more
about any of these initiatives, call
your local Families Helping Families
Center (seelist on page 12).

Don't wait for others to make change
happen. Remember, you have the
power too!

0 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000COCCEOCIEOCEIELITY

Editorial Staff: Mary Jacob, Cindy Arceneaux, Bebe Bode, Carol Calix & Melissa Taylor

.
.
.
.
.
.
e

NOTE: Project PROMPT does not endor se or recommend products, servicesor resour ces and assumes no liability for the use or
contents of any product, service or resour ce mentioned in thisnewsletter. The information provided herein isintended for educa-
tional, informational, and advocacy pur poses only and is not intended to substitute for legal advice.




. Project PROMPT Needs Y OU! .

Since Project PROMPT is a statewide program
under Families Helping Families of Greater New
Orleans it isrequired that our board of directors
represents the entire state. Therefore, we are
currently inviting individual s that live in regions
2,4,5,6,7,8, and 9 to consider being part of
our board of directors.

If you have the passion to help an agency grow,
enjoy doing fundraising, have an expertise in
law, insurance, accounting, banking, public

Project PROMPT Has Job Openings
for Parent Facilitatorsin
Region 3 located in Thibodaux, LA
Region 9 located in Covington, LA
Qualifications;
High school diploma or equivalency

Experience in advocating on behalf of students with disabili-

tiesin the least restrictive environment

Knowledge and understanding of special education and re-

lated laws

Reliable transportation necessary and proof of liability insur-

ance that is required by the State of Louisiana

Parent, family member and individuals with disabilities en-

couraged to apply

For additional information, please contact Ms. Cindy Arceneaux

at (504) 888-9111 or (800) 766-7736 or email Cindy at
carceneaux@projectprompt.com or Bebe Bode at
bbode@fhfgno.org

EarlySteps Family Cost Participation
Re-Examined

On November 17, 2006 a memorandum was sent out by
Nicole M. Dupree MPA, Program Manager

for Early Stepsto all Early Steps families and
stakeholders saying that DHH will not be im-
plementing any cost sharing for EarlySteps

until after January 1, 2007. Familiesthat re-

ceived EarlySteps services from July 1 to De-

cember 31, 2006 will not receive ahill for cost sharing.

DHH istaking another look at its cost sharing plan, espe-
cialy the maximum monthly payments. A final decision

relations, information and technology, or long term
planning, please consider this opportunity. Parents
of children between the ages of 0-26 years old

with adisability and minorities are encouraged to
apply.

To learn more about being on the board of direc-
tors, please contact Mary Jacob, Executive Direc-
tor, FHF of GNO at 504-888-9111, 800-766-7736
toll free or email at mjacob@fhfgno.org or Al Hitt,
Board Chairman at Alhitt@bellsouth.net
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The Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities
(OCDD) is sending letters to people on the waiver wait-
ing list (Request for Service Registry) in an effort to
locate individuals and verify the list has correct infor-
mation. The first 1,000 |etters were mailed on January
4th. The mailing will be completed by January 12th. A
copy of the letter that was to be mailed is posted on
LaCAN’swebsite at the link below.

If you receive one of these letters, you must complete
and return the information form included with the
letter by a specific date or your/your child’s name
may be removed from thelist.

For more information please call 1-800-450-8108 or
online at www.lacanadvocates.org

about changes to the cost sharing method has not been
made. It is suspected that some level of cost sharing will
continue.

EarlyStepsis Louisana' s Early Intervention
System for children with developmental dis-
abilities and developmental delays ages birth to
three and their families. By providing resources
and support during those critical years, Early-
Steps helps children get off to a great start.

If you know of achild that might need EarlySteps’ ser-
vices and would like to make areferral, please cal
1-866-327-5978.




A Tributeto Sharyn Scheyd

By: RoseGilbert

On December 10, 2006 Louisiana lost
one of the greatest advocates for indi-
viduals with disabilities that we will ever
know in our lifetime. Sharyn Scheyd
epitomized everything we believed in
and we will al be forever grateful for her
dedication, love and passion.

Like most parents of children with dis-
abilities Sharyn Scheyd sought the solace
of other parents who knew what she was
going through. She found it in a support
group that met at alocal church. Parents
Reaching Out, a generic support group of
parents experiencing similar obstacles,

al looking for answers—found each
other.

The wheels of progress had been turning
long before Ashley, Sharyn’s daughter,
was born. Parent to Parent support had
been sweeping the nation. National edu-
cation laws had been passed and funding
was trickling down to the states. Louisi-
ana advocates had opted to write for a
federal grant and Sharyn was chosen to
direct Project PROMPT (Parents Reach-
ing Out—Model for Parent Training),
Louisiana sfirst parent training and in-
formation center grant from the U.S.
Department of Education.

Sharyn was there from the beginning of
Project PROMPT and Families Helping
Families. She attended the DD Council
conference where it all began, where
families and professionals were chal-
lenged “to do something with the words
on the paper”. She worked with disabil-
ity leadersto establish LaCAN, the Fam-
ily Support Act and the first Medicaid
waiver. Sharyn was a member of the
network of parents and professionals
who worked towards establishing the

regional family resource centers we
now call Families Helping Families.

She helped establish significant initia-
tives as the Inclusive Education Coa-
lition and the Home of My Own Pro-
ject in Jefferson Parish. Sharyn
shared herself and her knowledge
through person centered planning for
individuals with disabilities through
helping families to learn to dream for
their sons and daughters with disabili-
ties.

Sharyn coordinated Partnersin Poli-
cymaking, Louisiana' s Developmen-
tal Disahilities Council’ s eight month
training program for individual s with
disabilities and their parents. Partners
participants had the good fortune to
interact on a one-on-one basis with
Sharyn and learn from her knowledge
and strength.

She challenged us to rethink our values.
She encouraged us to laugh - at ourselves
and at life.

Sharyn ventured out into the “typical
world” - seeking fulfillment in public
speaking - outside of the disability arena.
In doing so she sought to teach others
that disability is anatural part of life.
She taught people with no connection to
disability, that people with disabilities
have unique abilities and if given the
chance can teach us things we can never
learn from books, things like patience,
tolerance for differences and longsuffer-

ing.

For all her accomplishments in her pro-
fessional life, her children were always
her focus. So much of what we learned
from Sharyn she learned from them. |
believe she would say they were her
greatest teachers.

Ashley and Sharyn set the stage in my
advocacy life - personal and profes-
sional. Sharyn’s memory will live on
through those of us whose lives she
touched. She challenged us, encouraged
us, laughed with us and dared us to
dream.

Let us not forget her legacy. May we all
dream for independence, believe in the
ability of others, share our knowledge,
encourage othersto achieve their
dreams, laugh at ourselves and never,
ever give up!

Sharyn’smemorial servicewas held on
Saturday, January 6, 2007 at the Jeffer-
son Presbyterian Church, Jefferson, LA.

“LovetheLifeYou Live’

- Sharyn Scheyd




My nameis Christy Cormier and
| am the parent of afour year old
with adevelopmenta disability.

| am also the Statewide Coordi-
nator of LaTEACH, Louisiana
Together Educating All Chil-
dren. LaTEACH isagrassroots
organization which promotes
appropriate inclusive education
for dl studentsin Louisiana

LaTEACH isinthethird year of
operation and making great
strides across the state. In 2006
LaTEACH’ s funding was dou-

Families Helping Families of Southwest Louisiana

2927 Hodges Street
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Phone 337-436-2570 Fax 337-436-2578

will be neighbors, co-workers,
employers, and future mem-
bers of achurch family.
Schools need parental involve-
ment and advocacy in building
a sustainable system to support
needs of all students and to
produce meaningful educa-
tional outcomesfor all.

In the past LaTEACH has
taken a position against Family
Cost Participation in Early-
Steps, Louisiana' s Early Inter-
vention Program, and changes

BESE members and asking for
their support with these two
points.

If education in Louisianaisan
issue that you are concerned
about, join LAaTEACH. Member-
shipisfree. Thereisnotime
like the present to stand united
with members across the state in
support of a system that supports
al of our children. Not long ago
| realized something profound
about my daughter’ s educational
setting. | had always referred to

bled which allowed four addi-
tional area coordinatorsto be
added to the team that cov-
ered Louisiana

LaTEACH ismade of up a
Statewide Coordinator, 8
Area Coordinators from
around the state and a mem-

Kennedy

“One person can
make a difference.
Every person should
try.”

John F. Kennedy
35th President of the
United States

her as being “in specia ed.”
Special Education is supposed
to be the services she receives,
not the “place” where she re-
ceives her education. Federal
Law mandates the rightful in-
clusion of children with dis-
abilities. We now must make
sure the system adapts to the

bership of over 450 members.
We work to make parents, edu-
cators, the general public, and
state leadership informed, and
supportive of, research based and
effective practices used appropri-
ately for each student.

LaTEACH believes parents, rela-
tives, friends, teachers, adminis-
trators, higher education profes-
sionals, and policymakers need a
reliable way to get timely and
accurate information. School is
the place students build enduring
relationships with friends who

to Louisiana s policy dealing
with the withhol ding of school
funding for continued non-
compliance with IDEA.

High School Redesign is a pri-
ority on LaTEACH’ s agenda.
LaTEACH will also ask that
members consider adopting a
selection of High School Di-
ploma options for studentsin
Louisiana. For the past five
months LaTEACH members
have been contacting their

diverse learning styles that
come with the diverse living
styles of our children.

To get involved please contact
LaTEACH at:

LaTEACH Membership

2927 Hodges Street

Lake Charles, LA. 70605
337-436-2570 or 800-894-6558
or email us at:
fhfswla@xspedius.net

LaTEACH’s Advocacy Efforts Pay Off!
See highlights from the January 16, 2007 BESE Board Meeting on page 6.



L ouisiana Board of Elementary & Secondary Education

The Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education was established as a congtitutional body during
the 1973 Constitutional Convention. BESE became the administrative policy-making body for elementary-
secondary schools, and in accordance with the Constitution, eight elected members from the eight BESE districts
serve on the Board along with three members-at-large appointed by the Governor. The Board sets key education
initiatives and strives to provide leadership in setting an education agendafor the continuous improvement of public
education as measured by student and school achievement.

Ms. Penny Dastugue
1st BESE District
10 Serenity Drive

Mandeville, LA 70471
(985) 674-1752 (H)

(985) 674-1721 (FAX)

shese@la.gov

Ms. Lou€dlla Givens
2nd BESE Disdtrict
P. O. Box 94064
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064
(985) 653-0110 (O)
(985) 651-5625 (FAX)
shese@la.gov

Ms. Glenny L ee Buquet
3rd BESE District
1309 Bayou Black Drive
Houma, LA 70360
(985) 876-5216 (H)
(985) 868-7919 (FAX)
shese@la.gov

Mr. Walter Lee
4th BESE District
201 Crosby Street

Mansfield, LA 70152
(318) 872-2836 (O)
(318) 872-1324 (FAX)
wlee@desotopbs.com

Dr. James Stafford
5th BESE District
2139 Maywood Drive
Monroe, LA 71201
(318) 387-7152 (H)
(318) 387-7152 (FAX)-call first
shese@la.gov

Ms. Polly Broussard
6th BESE District
40117 Champion Tif
Gonzales, LA 70737
(225) 769-4005 (O)
(225) 766-5053 (FAX)
shese@la.gov

Mr. Dale Bayard
7th BESE District
Secretary-Treasurer
1000 S. Huntington
Sulpher, LA 70663
(337) 527-8691 (O)
(337) 527-0514 (FAX)
shese@la.gov

Ms. Linda Johnson
8th BESE District
P. O. Box 866
Plaquemine, LA 70765
(225) 687-2308 (O)
(225) 687-2308 (FAX)
shese@la.gov

MEMBERSAT-LARGE

Mr. Edgar Chase
Member-at-Large
P. O. Box 792377
New Orleans, LA 70179-2377
(225) 342-5840 (O)
(225) 342-5843 (FAX)
shese@la.gov

Ms. Leslie Jacobs
Member-at-Large
Vice-President
P.O. Box 6960
Metairie, LA 70009
(504) 835-3390 Ext. 124 (O)
(504) 841-0497 (FAX)
shese@la.gov

Ms. Mary Washington
Member-at-Large
720 Hollier Road
Duson, LA 70529

(337) 873-3310 (H)
(225) 237-4240 (FAX)
shese@la.gov



LaTEACH’sAdvocacy Efforts Pay Off

LaTEACH®advocacy
efforts (and that includes
Y OU) had a huge vic-
tory on January 16,
2007. All of the letters
you wrote and phone
cals LaTEACH mem-
bers made paid off. Y our
BESE members listened
to your concerns and
have taken action.

LaTEACH Statewide
Coordinator, Christy
Cormier, spoke before
the BESE High School
Redesign Committee
and asked them for con-
sideration on two items:

1. Diploma options

2. Appoint a parent of a
child who receives spe-
cial education services
to the Louisiana Com-
mission on High School
Redesign.

In attendance at this
Committee meeting
were al BESE members
with the exception of
LouellaGivens. Ledie

nor Kathleen Blanco
urging her to appoint a
parent of achild who
receives special educa-
tion services to the Lou-

Jacaobs isthe isiana Com-
chairperson of mission on
the committee. High School
LaTEACH® Redesign. But
message given it doesn®end
by Christy was & there. Leslie
heard! It was Jacobs later
obvious that the made a state-
letters you wrote ment that di-
had BESE members pre- ploma options for chil-

pared to discuss how
they would handle these
issues. They were pre-
pared to hear what
Christy had to say and
they were prepared to
take action.

So what happened? In
short Penny Dastugue,
moved that BESE accept
Christy®report and
write aletter to Gover-

dren who receive special
education services has
been on her agenda far
too long. She said it was
time to take action.
BESE moved that a spe-
cial committee be
formed to study what
other states offer for stu-
dents with disabilities
and how Louisiana
could accomplish doing
it aso. Dale Bayard re-

guested that parents be a
key participant in the
committee and Leslie
Jacobs agreed saying
that two or more parents
should be appointed.

Congratulations to each
of you who took the
time to write letters and
start discussions with
your BESE member.

Y our action made a huge
impact and made
Christy® presentation
look easy. Louisiana
Department of Educa-
tion Staff wereim-
pressed how BESE just
jumped up and ad-
dressed LaTEACH®
concerns and how
quickly they took action.

LaTEACH thanks you
for your continued sup-

port. Keep it up!

“The Spina Bifida As-
sociation, with the as-
sistance of the SBA
Scholar ship Fund and
donorswho recognize
the value of education,
have two different
scholarship programs
for individualswho
have spina bifida.”

The application process
for the 2007 Spina Bi-

fida Association (SBA)
Scholarship Programis

now open. The SBA
wants to thank everyone
in advance for their in-
terest in their scholar-
ship program and they
look forward to receiv-
ing your applications.
SBA isvery proud of
their effortsin this area.
All students living with
spina bifida are encour-

aged to apply.

Scholarship applications
can befound on

www.shaa.org under the

programs tab located on

the left side of the home

page.

SBA Scholarship Pro-

grams:

1. SBA One-Year
Scholarship

2. SBA Four-Year
Scholarship

Applications must be

postmarked by Friday,

March 2, 2007

If you have any ques-

tions concerning the
SBA Scholarship Pro-
gram feel free to contact:

Caroline Alston
Director of Programs
and Field Initiatives
4590 MacArthur Blvd.
NW, Suite 250
Washington, DC 20007
202/944-3285 ext. 23
202/944-3295 (fax)
calston@sbaa.org




Louisiana Act 378 of 1989, the Fam- cils, becoming a FamiliesHelping ~ We honor the dedication of those

ily Support Act, isimportant legislas  Families board member, local or advocates who worked so hard in the
tion that exists because Louisiana state advocacy organizations, the past to get people with
parents and advocates got involved L ouisiana Rehabilitation Council, disabilities accessto an

in policymaking. Act 378 was the State Interagency Coordinating education and to services
groundbreaking legislation in 1989.  Council on Early Intervention, the provided in the home and
It has since been used asamodel for Louisiana Developmental Disabili- community. When we get
other states whose advocates are ties Council, etc. involved, our involvement

considering trying to establish Fam-
ily Support legislation.

addsto that rich legacy. If you think
that being involved won't make a
difference, just read Act 378 below.

There are countless committees that
want and value your involvement.
We have so many opportunitiesto  Agencies want real life experiences
get involved and make adifference.  of customers of services, parents of
LaCAN, LaTEACH, School Im- and people with disabilities to give
provement Teams, local and state them advice on better meeting their
Special Education Advisory Coun-  needs.

& ©)

LOUISIANA ACT 378 OF 1989
CHAPTER 13. COMMUNITY & FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM
ARTICLE 821 FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

A. TheLegidature of Louisiana finds that servicesfor persons with developmental disabilities
should be responsive to the needs of the individual and his family, rather than fitting the person
into existing programs. The Legislature further finds that it is more cost effective to provide ser-
vices to adults and children with developmental disabilitiesliving in their own homes or with
their families rather than in out-of-home placements.

B. The Legislature declares that the purpose of this Chapter 13 is to establish that:
1) Children, regardless of the severity of their disability, need families and enduring relation-
ships with adults in a nurturing home environment. Aswith all children, children with devel-
opmental disabilities need families and family relationships to devel op to their fullest poten-
tial. Parents of children with developmental disabilities shall be afforded freedom of choice
asto placement of their child, in accordance with R.S. 28:380 et seq.
2) Adults with developmental disabilities should be afforded the opportunity to make deci-
sions for themselves and to live in typical homes and communities where they can exercise
their full rights and responsibilities as citizens.

C. Itistheintention of the Legislature that the State of Louisiana adhere to the principles contained
in this Chapter in program planning, development, funding, and implementation for persons with
developmental disabilities and their families. It isthe further intention of the Legidature that the
Department of Health and Hospitals and the Department of Social Services work cooperatively to
implement the Community and Family Support System Plan developed by the Louisiana State
Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities pursuant to this Chapter.

Please visit www.lacanadvocates.or g/pdf/principlesACT 378.pdf for the complete document.

@ ©




Christmas Pageant Brings Mom an Early Gift

By: Karen Scallan

Tonight | got one of the greatest
Christmas gifts a mother of achild
with special needs could have.

Tonight was my son’s very first Christmas pageant.
I was really worried because he tends to hate being
in the cafeteriawhen it’ s noisy and is very afraid of
loud speakers and audio equipment. He has an
auditory sensory problem and noise can be painful
to him.

He also has Down syndrome.

I was full of angst and sure we had gone to al this
preparation for nothing. | even considered not go-
ing. But Kevin loves music and lovesto sing so |
thought if nothing else, we can sit and watch the
other kidsif hefeelsup toit and it’s not too loud.

When | got there | told the teachers to be aware, he
might balk or throw afit at going in the cafeteria,
going on the stage, seeing the crowd...any number
of things. | warned the music teacher and the prin-
cipal. | stood guard at the door where the kinder-
gartners were going to enter to be surethat if he
bolted I could catch him and try to coax him to go
with the class.

But the music teacher had it under control. She
knew just the person to call upon in asituation like
this-Kevin's kindergarten classmate....Danielle.
MIGHTY Danielle!

All the music teacher did was ask her to hold his
hand and help him go up on stage. Littledid | know
as | waited at the door that something more power-
ful than a mother’ s coaxing was afoot. When
Kevin's class entered the room, Danielle had a grip
on him like a mother trying to maneuver kids
through the after Thanksgiving Day sales at the
mall. Nothing was breaking that grip.

She guided him straight up the ramp to the top of
the stage and right to his spot. He didn’t have much
choice. But astoundingly, when | looked at him,
while there was some apprehension, he didn’t resist
her as he hasresisted me or his teachers thousands
of times before when we try to coax

him in similar situations. | could see

he was concerned, but he wanted to

go because Danielle was there.

Danielle was going on the stage. The other kids
were going on the stage. He wanted to be where
they were. It worked!

But it didn’t end there. After standing in his place
on stage, Danielle got alittle tired of holding his
hand | guess and shelet it go. Kevin didn’t move,
but he still looked alittle fearful. That’s when
Ernest, who was standing on the other side of him,
took Kevin's hand in hisand held it. | could see
my son relax abit. It was a beautiful thing. Two
children, different races, one with adisability...
and there they stood in the Christmas pageant
holding hands. Talk about the Spirit of Christ-
mas...

Then another amazing thing happened Jaymie
joined them after she’ d performed her part in the
production and took over when Earnest got tired.
Danielle and Jaymie joined forces and saw to it
that Kevin left the stage appropriately and walked
back to class. Kevin did it...! He® gone through
the whol e production in a completely appropriate
way and done just exactly what everyone else did
without any coaxing, prodding, or pushing from
me or any other adult.

After the pageant, | made sure | thanked each of
the children for helping Kevin. | told their mothers
what each of the kids had done. And then | cried
al the way home.

To parents of children with special needs...never
let anyone tell you that inclusion doesn’t work.
Just tell them to figure out who the Danielle,
Ernest or Jaymieisin your child’sclass. They'll
take it from there!

| don’t need another thing for Christmas this year.
| got my Christmas gift tonight.

Karen Scallan is a resident of &. Charles Parish, the
President of the Down Syndrome Association of
Greater New Orleans and the Executive Director of
Families Helping Families of Louisiana, a network
of Family Resource Centers for individuals with dis-
abilities and their families. She has been an advo-
cate for individuals with disabilities since the birth
of her sonin 2001. Kevin Scallan is a kindergarten
student at New Sarpy Kindergarten Center and the
absolute joy of his parents’ lives.



LaCAN is a statewide grassroots advocacy network of regional teams whose members advo-
cate for individualized supports that enable people with disabilities to live in their own homes
instead of having to be separated from their families and segregated from their communities in
institutions to receive needed services. If you, or your family member, receives home and
community-based waiver services through Medicaid, a cash stipend or individual/family sup-
port services through the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities (OCDD) it is the
direct result of LaCAN'’s advocacy efforts since 1988.

Regional LaCAN teams include parents, individuals with disabilities and advocates for indi-
vidualized supports. Each regional team has a team leader that organizes and assists team
members in contacting legislators and other policy makers.

LaCAN'’s 2007 Legislative Agenda

LaCAN identifies specific things members will
advocate for during the year and especially
during the legislative session. This year’'s
agenda includes the following:

Legislation that would require that a certain
percentage of every reoccurring dollar rec-

ognized by the Revenue Estimating Council .

or that portion that is over a certain bench-
mark amount would be utilized for waiver
services for people on the waiting list

Additional waiver slots
o 800 NOW Waiver Slots
o 100 Needs Based Waiver Slots
Increased rates for Individual and Family
Supports (IFS) in the NOW and Children’s
Choice waivers to increase wages for Di-
rect Support Professionals
Funds for 142 additional cash subsidy
slots
Implementation of the Family Opportunity
Act
Funds for Individual and Family Support to
serve approximately 116 additional people
at priority levels 1 and 2

Why Join LaCAN?

LaCAN members receive information about
available support services and other re-
sources, legislative actions that affect the lives
of individuals with disabilities, and effective
advocacy strategies to educate legislators.
This information is disseminated through an
email listserve or through the Regional Team
Leaders for people who don't have access to
email.

Everyone’s advocacy is needed to obtain ade-
gquate funding from the state so that individu-
als with disabilities and their families can re-
ceive services when needed instead of waiting
for years and years. OCDD reports that there
are still about 15,000 people on the waiting list
for the New Opportunities Waiver (NOW).
Those on the waiting list wait an average of 11
years for needed supports.

How to Join LaCAN?

Joining LaCAN is free, easy and can be done in several ways. First, people can go to

LaCAN'’s website at www.lacanadvocates.org and sign-up through the email listserve;

or call toll free 1-800-450-8108; or call the Families Helping Families resource center
in your region (www.fhfla.org).




http://groups.yahoo.com/group/L aDisability Tal k/

What isLa Disability Talk?

An e-mail talk list from Project PROMPT / Families Helping Families of Greater
New Orleans to help families of people with disabilities and their advocates in
L ouisiana share information, resources and support.

How isatalk list different from a chat room?

You don’t have to be online at the same time as other members

Members decide whether or not to respond to an e-mail that has been sent to the
talk list group at their leisure, when they read the e-mail

Members can select from one of the following

Receive each individual e-mail posted to thetalk list;

Visit the website to review messages instead of receiving e-mail sent to the
talk list .

You have to be a member of thetalk list to participate.

Who should join?
Parents of children with disabilities, self advocates and advocates for people with
disabilitiesin Louisiana.
How do | join LaDisability Talk?
Just send an email to: fhfprompter@yahoo.com
or to LaDisabilityTalk-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Need More Information?

Contact Cindy Arceneaux, LaDisability Talk Moderator, at
fhfprompter @yahoo.com Or carceneaux @projectprompt.com,
Office Phone (504) 888-9111, or Toll Free at 1-800-766-7736
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Cecil Picard, Louisiana s state
Superintendent of Schools
since 1996, died Thursday,
February 15, 2007. Picard had
amyotrophic latera sclerosis,
more commonly known as Lou
Gehrig' s disease. Cecil Picard
was aleader in reforming Lou-
isiana s educationa system.

| became convinced that Picard, aformer school
Principal and member of the state legidature, un-
derstood both the importance of including students
with disabilities and parental involvement at a
press conference afew years ago. The Superinten-
dent and a member of the Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE) were in the Gover-
nor’s Press Room at our state capitol in Baton
Rouge. They were addressing the pressto release
information about how L ouisiana students had
done in the LEAP accountability tests. Asinforma-
tion was shared the BESE member made remarks
that | felt gave the impression that students with
disabilities were to blame for poor LEAP scores.
Even though | was not amember of the press|
raised my hand and stated my concerns about these
statements. | urged the Superintendent to challenge
the Principalsin Louisianato support an increase
in access to the genera curriculum for students
with disabilities. | urged the Superintendent to con-
tinue to have high expectations for these students
and to recognize that many students with disabili-
tieswould fare better in LEAP and GEE tests if

they were included and provided appropriate sup-
ports and services. Picard did not hesitate. Even
though he works for the BESE and was publicly
disagreeing with a member of BESE, he supported
my statements. The state Superintendent asked the
members of the pressto report that he was chal-
lenging school principals to welcome and support
students with disabilities and said that if we ex-
pected them to score higher on LEAP and GEE we
must give them access to the general curriculum
and support to learn. He publicly thanked me for
attending the press conference and said that he
wished parents could be present at every press con-
ference. Later, a member of Picard’s staff ap-
proached me in the Press Room to apol ogize for
the fact that there was an attempt to blame students
with disabilities and to express that this would not

happen again.

Next Superintendent

Picard had tendered his resignation as of May
2007. The BESE was already preparing for the
process of hiring a new state superintendent. At the
BESE meeting on Thursday it was agreed that
board members would nominate candidates by
February 20, 2007. A BESE committee will re-
view the list of candidates and select at least 3 but
no more than 5 candidates to consider. Whoever is
selected will be Superintendent until January of
2008, when the terms of office of the current BESE
board members ends. Carole Wallin, deputy super-
intendent has been in charge of day-to-day opera-
tions while Picard dealt with health issues.
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Project PROMPT would like to thank all who entered the
6th Annual Nationa Inclusive School Weeks Art Contest.

Congratulationsto
Ernest Ulrich of Metairie, LA
For his original artwork!
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AP Do you Know Who To Contact for Help With Educational |ssues?
¥y ect

Project PROMPT Statewide Facilitators
(W) 2or '

Region 1 & 10— Orleans, Plaguemines, St. Bernard,
Jefferson Parishes

Families Helping Families of GNO

Cindy Arceneaux, Project PROMPT Director
Laura S. Nata, Senior Facilitator

Bebe Bode, Project PROMPT Coordinator
201 Evans Road, Building 1, Suite 100
Harahan, LA 70123

504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736
504-888-0246 Fax

Email: carceneaux@projectprompt.com

Email: |snata@proj ectprompt.com

Email: bbode@fhfgno.org

Region 2 — Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Felici-
ana, lberville, Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge, West
Feliciana Parishes

Families Helping Families of Greater Baton Rouge
Summer Mizell, Facilitator

Senior Facilitator: Mylinda Elliott

778 Chevelle Drive

Baton Rouge, L ouisiana 70806

225-216-7474 or 1-866-216-7474

225-216-7977 Fax

Email: smizell @projectprompt.com

Region 3 —Assumption, Lafourche, St. James, St. John,
Terrebonne, St. Charles, St. Mary Parishes

Bayou Land Families Helping Families

VACANT

Senior Facilitator: LauraS. Nata

204 East Bayou Road

Thibodaux, LA 70301

985-447-44610r 1-800-331-5570

985-447-7988 Fax

Region 4 — Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St.
Landry, St. Martin, Vermillion Parishes

Families Helping Families of Acadiana

Valerie Balser, Facilitator

Senior Facilitator: Mylinda Elliott

510 West University Avenue

Lafayette, Louisiana 70506

337-984-3458 or 1-800-378-9854

337-984-3468 Fax

Email: valerie_fhfacad@hotmail.com

Visit us on the web at: www.projectprompt.com

Region 5 — Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Jefferson Davis,
Cameron Parishes

Families Helping Families of Southwest L ouisiana
Mylinda Elliott, Senior Facilitator

2927 Hodges Street

Lake Charles, Louisiana 70601

337-436-2570 or 1-800-894-6558

337-436-2578 Fax

Email: melliott@projectprompt.com

Region 6 — Avoyelles, Concordia, Catahoula, Grant, La-
Salle, Rapides, Vernon, Winn Parishes

Families Helping Families at the Crossroads of
Louisiana

M elissa Brossette, Senior Facilitator

2840 Military Hwy., Suite A

Pineville, Louisiana 71360

318-641-7373 or 1-800-259-7200

318-640-4299 Fax

Email: mbrossette@projectprompt.com

Region 7 — Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, DeSoto, Natchito-
ches, Red River, Claiborne, Lincoln, Sabine, Webster Par-
ishes

Families Helping Families of Northwest L ouisiana
Cassie Hubble, Facilitator

Senior Facilitator: Melissa Brossette

2620 Centenary Blvd. Bldg. 2, Suite 231

Shreveport, Louisiana 71104

318-221-0315 or 1-888-989-0315

318-221-0301 Fax

Email: prompt07@yahoo.com

Region 8 — Caldwell, East Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, Madi-
son, Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland, Tensas, Union, West
Carroll Parishes

Families Helping Families of Northeast L ouisiana

Lisa Robinson, Facilitator

Senior Facilitator: Melissa Brossette

5200 Northeast Road

Monroe, Louisiana 71203

318-361-0487 or 1-888-300-1320

318-361-0417 Fax

Email: brinkleyrobinson@yahoo.com

Region 9 - St. Tammany, St. Helena, Livingston, Washing-
ton, Tangipahoa Parishes

Northshore Families Helping Families

VACANT

Senior Facilitator: LauraS. Nata

204 West 21% Avenue

Covington, Louisiana 70433

985-875-0511 or 1-800-383-8700

985-875-9979 Fax
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Transition Planning

From the time your child begins receiving spe-
cial education services, an Individualized Edu-
cation Program (1EP) guides his or her educa-
tion. During the transition years, your son or
daughter®| EP must contain specific transition
services defined by the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Improvement Act of 2004
(IDEA) and itsregulations. IDEA requires that
by age 16 the |EP team must determine what
instruction and educational experienceswill
help students prepare for the transition from
school to adult life. IDEA requiresthat parents
and students be involved in al aspects of transi-
tion planning and decision-making.

Transition planning generaly involves three
major activities: 1) coaching students and fam-
ily members to think about goalsfor life after
high school and to develop along range plan to
get there; 2) designing a high school education
that ensures students will gain the skills and
competencies needed to achieve their desired
goals; and 3) identifying needed post-school
services and supports, and linking students and
families with them before they leave the specid
education system. Teachers and families sup-
port studentsin identifying post-school goals
and the steps needed to achieve their goals
through ongoing discussion, assessment, in-
struction and work-based experiences.

Successful transition planning and implementa-
tion is student focused. School activitiesidenti-
fied in a student®transition plan must be di-
rectly linked to each student® post-school
goals. A transition plan must reflect a student®
individual choices, preferences, and needsin
the areas of education and training, employ-
ment, adult living arrangements, and commu-
nity experiences. Self-determination and advo-
cacy are critical skillsthat help ensure student-
focused planning and implementation. Students
can practice applying these skills by taking
increasing responsibility for planning and con-
ducting their |EP meetings.

Transition Planning Links:

NCSET/PACER Parent Brief "IDEA 1997
Transition Issues: The |EP for Transition-Aged
Students' (July 2002): http://www.ncset.org/
publications/viewdesc.asp?d=423

PACER®Mapping Your Dreams series, ase-
ries of booklets exploring key areas of transi-
tion for youth with disabilities: community,
education, employment, home living and rec-
reation.http://www.pacer.org/swift/
transition.htm

PACER article, Transfer of Rights at Age of
Majority: http://www.pacer.org/parent/PHP-
c63.pdf

Interagency Collaboration and Transition,
http://www.pacer.org/tatralinter.htm

Sdlf Determination, fact sheet: http://
www.pacer.org/tatra/self.htm

Student-Led |EPs: A Guide for Student In-
volvement, a 2001 publication developed by
The Council for Exceptiona Children (CEC)
and the University of Minnesota I nstitute on
Community Integration: http://
www.cec.sped.org/bk/catal og2/student-
led_ieps.pdf

"Student-Led Individual Educational Plans," a

PACER newsdletter article from Point of Depar-
ture, Vol. 4, No. 2: http://www.pacer.org/tatral/
pod_winter99.htm#student%620l ed

Beach Center Transition to Adulthood Fact
Sheets: http://www.beachcenter.org

Healthy and Ready to Work National Center:
http://www.hrtw.org

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
of 1997 Transition Requirements; A Guide for
Sates, Districts, Schools, Universities & Fami-
lies, from the web site of the Western Regional
Resource Center: http://interact.uoregon.edu/
wrrc/trnfiles/trncontents.htm

Nationa Center on Secondary Education and
Transition: http://www.ncset.org

Technical Assistance Guide: Helping Sudents
Develop Their IEPSs, from the National Infor-
mation Center for Children and Y outh with
Disabilities: http://www.nichcy.org/stuguid.asp

Transition Coalition: http://
www.transitioncoalition.org

Transition Planning for Adolescents with Spe-
cial Health Care Needs and Disabilities: Infor-
mation for Families and Teens, from the Insti-
tute On Community Inclusion, Boston: http://
www.communityinclusion.org/transition/
familyguide.html

NCSET/PACER Parent Brief Person-Centered
Planning: A Tool for Transition http://
www.ncset.org/publications/viewdesc.asp?
id=1431 (February 2004)

Reprinted with permission by the PACER
Center - www.pacer.org.

LEAPTESTING

Before you know it, that time of year will be here for system wide testing. LEAP testing for the 2006-07 school year will be held during the week
of March 19 - 23, 2007. It isvery important for your child to attend school during this week. Here are some tips that might make the week go a

little smoother:

1. Don't stress out about the test in front of your child. Children pick up on your anxiety and they will be just as anxious.

2. Trytogetthemin bed alittle earlier. Make sure they get a good night’s sleep.

3. Feed them ahedlthy breakfast in the morning. Stay away from things that are too sweet like donuts and sweet rolls.

4. Inthe event your child will receive testing accommodations, prepare them. Let them know that they might be in a different classroom, with a
different teacher. Let them know what to expect.

5. Ask your child daily about the test. If your child appears to be concerned or worried, talk to the teacher as soon as possible. Itisalot easier to
resolve a possible problem during testing, than to wait till testing is over.
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Please help usincrease our mailing list. Share this form with parents, teachers, service providers, consumers, advo-
cates, and others who will benefit from our publication.

Please help usreduce our mailing costs. If you no longer wish to receive The PROMPTer, please check the appropri-
ate statement below, attach your mailing label and return, or call us at 1-800-766-7736.

Visit our website www.projectprompt.com to sign up to receive our newsletter by email or check the appropriate
statement below.

Feel freeto copy and shareinformation, giving credit to the appropriate sour ces.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM

No, | do not want to receive the PROMPTer. Please remove my name from the mailing list.
Yes, | want to receive the PROMPTer by mail.
Yes, | would like to receiver the PROMPTer through email.

NAME

ADDRESS CITY

STATE/ZIP PARISH

PHONE NO. () EMAIL

Child/Student Birth date Child/Student Disability
Please check which applies: Parent  Student  Professiona
** Professionals, please submit a $10.00 subscription fee (payable to FHF of GNO)
Return this form to: Project PROMPT 201 Evans Road, Bldg.1, Suite 100
Harahan, LA 70123 Phone 504-888-9111 or 1-800-766-7736

This newdletter is sponsored by a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (Grant # H328M000024-01). Opinions
contained herein do not necessarily represent those of the funding source, and no endorsement should be inferred.




